11th February 2018

6th Sunday

Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Patrick

Newsletter

in Ordinary Time

A

leper came to Jesus
and pleaded on his knees:
“If you want to” he said“
you can cure me.”

FAITH IN FOCUS:
MAKING LEPERS

Mark 1:40

Lepers were despised at the time of Jesus. They were not
allowed to live in the towns or to mix with other people. They
carried a bell or made some noise when approaching people so
that everyone had a chance to move away from them. They
wore torn clothes and shielded their faces; they were outcasts.
When St Mark reports the curing of the leper in the first chapter of
his gospel there is much more at stake than a simple healing of an
individual. Mark is anxious to point out from the start that there is
no such thing as a no-go area for Jesus, since he has come to offer
salvation to all, irrespective of who they are. There are no people
who are beyond the pale, no sinners who have committed such
sins that they cannot hope for forgiveness, no people who don’t
qualify for the promises of God.

Pastoral Letter
There is a pastoral letter from Archbishop McMahon this Sunday
appealing for helpers for the many different groups who assist
the sick pilgrims in Lourdes. Copies are available at the back of
church.

This Wednesday is

Ash Wednesday
and the beginning of

Lent
Masses on Ash Wednesday
• 10am Mass at St Patrick

• 7pm Mass at OLMC

Early Mass A tradition going back many years is to have

an early Mass in OLMC which has proved very popular over
the years
•
early Friday Mass at 7am at OLMC
This Mass and the evening Mass on Tuesdays will be
celebrated throughout Lent even if there is a Requiem Mass
on those days.
Each week during Lent there will be

Stations of the Cross

St Patrick Wednesdays 7pm (not this week Ash
Wednesday).
OLMC
Thursdays 7pm

Forget about the disease, the leprosy.
It's no longer the medical problem that it was
in the times of Jesus, and it can be reasonably
controlled by drugs. So it's not so much what the
disease does to people as what people do to those
with the leprosy. For lepers are not allowed to take
their full place in society.
We're very good at making lepers. We somehow
feel the need to have people that are outcasts, and if
there aren't too many of them around then we make
our own lepers to satisfy the deep-down need to
have people who are "worse" than us.
Criminals make very good lepers, particularly
those convicted of crimes that are considered
repulsive. Our nation needs at least two national
criminal lepers before it can feel safe, preferably a
man and a woman. So we have learnt to demonise
child murderers, for example. If one of our national
anti-heroes or heroines dies in prison then we
replace them with another and we cry that they
should rot in gaol. For we're not like them;
but we do need our lepers.
The press is very helpful when it comes to
creating lepers and it has found a whole new
class of people, immigrants, refugees, asylum
seekers; they fit the bill perfectly. We do of course
admit that there are some genuine people among
these, but we have learned to draw comfort from
the fact that most of them are at best marginalised
when they are allowed onto the edges of our society
and are given jobs and a status that we wouldn't
care to have. We're not allowed to call them
lepers; but in reality we are allowed
to treat them like lepers.
So we've no shortage of lepers: people of a
different religion that we suspect are trying to
change our culture, people we regard as being more
likely to support acts of terrorism in our land,
people whose sexual practices are different from
ours, people whose way of life means that they
travel around and live in caravans, people
who are homeless, people who are
on drugs…The list is endless.
Jesus can cure all the lepers in the world,
but if we go on making more, just to satisfy our
craving to be better than others, then it will all be
quite counter-productive. Not to mention
contrary to the gospel.
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Adoremus: National Eucharistic Congress
A full timetable of events is now available. There is a print
out on the notice boards and copies at the back of church
which you can take home. The event lasts for 3 days:
The first two days take place in Liverpool’s Echo Arena :
•
Friday 7th Sept, 10am – 5.45pm
at the ACC Convention Centre
The Adoremus Symposium Day
Talks and workshops Exploring the Place of Eucharistic Adoration
•
Saturday 8th Sept, 10am—5pm at the ACC Echo Arena
The Adoremus Congress Day
Two talks by Bishop Robert Barron, Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles
plus Exploration of various themes of the Congress with Drama,
Testimony and Presentations.
The Congress will be attended by people from all over England and Wales
and so, in this diocese numbers for each event are limited to five per
parish; that is five for the Friday and five for the Saturday. As the Echo
Arena has had to be hired there is a cost involved for anyone wishing to
attend. The parish will subsidize this; anyone wishing to attend will be
asked to contribute what they can to the £40 cost for each person for
each day.
There is no cost for the two Masses on the Sunday but tickets are
required because of the numbers involved. The Eucharistic Procession
will be open to all.
•
Sunday 9th September at the Metropolitan Cathedral
9.30am Mass Celebrant Archbishop Malcolm McMahon
11.30am Mass Celebrant Cardinal Vincent Nichols
Followed by an outdoor Eucharistic Procession and at
2.45 Benediction
Anyone willing to go should fill in the forms provided at the back of
church. Please fill in the form, stating whether you wish to attend on the
Friday or the Saturday (for the whole day) or the Sunday Masses.
Besides these official events there will be several other ‘fringe’ events
throughout Liverpool which will be open to everyone. These will be
publicized when details are available.

BANNERS The Archdiocese has had made some banners for display in
each church to focus our attention on different aspects of Eucharist. They
will be circulated around the 7 churches of the Pastoral Area each month
leading up to September.

MASSES AND SERVICES
In Church this week
•
Requiem on Tuesday in OLMC replaces the
usual evening Mass.
•
Thursday Stations of the Cross OLMC
•
Early morning Mass at 7am on Friday
Sunday 11th February
6th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Sat 5pm
Tom Moore
Sun 9.45am Ian Daniel Hill
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Mon 12th February
9am Private Intention

OLMC

Tue 13th February
12noon Requiem: Joan Hamblin

St Patrick

Wed14th February
ASH WEDNESDAY
10am Patsy Walls
7pm Irene Jennings

St Patrick
OLMC

Thu 15th February
10am Arokie Samy
10.45 Funeral Service: Diane Foster

St Patrick
OLMC

Fri 16th February
7am Alice Southworth
12noon Funeral Service: Tony Dyson

OLMC
St Patrick

Sunday 18th February
1st Sunday of Lent
Sat 5pm
Ronnie Snr, Ronnie Jnr
& Kevin Griffiths
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
Sun 11.15am Bridie Thompson

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 4-4.30pm
Evening Services
Thursday OLMC - Stations of the Cross

Kiltegan Appeal Fr Oliver wrote this week thanking parishioners for
their hospitality and for making him feel very welcome, and also for your
generous response to the appeal which raised over £500.

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 7th February: No 57

Liverpool Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes: 20-27th July
You will find details of the cost of the pilgrimage on the notice boards.

OLMC—Fund Raising After our Christmas/New Year break funding
starts again in earnest...Buy a Brick, Raffle (any donations of prizes
welcomed)……
John Southworth

Collections ………………………….Many thanks
OLMC Sat Loose £109.66 Sun Loose £65.57
Envelopes £119.50 Total £294.73
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £110.90

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Joan Hamblin, Tony Dyson, Donna Allen, Patricia Edwards, Margarita Henshaw, Diane Foster
The sick: Christopher Dean, Tony Robinson, Carol Pickford, Betty Billingsley, Sharon Gray, Tommy Duffy, Mary Frances, Audrey McKenna Ian McCafferty,
Betty Christian, Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Rene Humphreys,
Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley,
Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula
Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole,
Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother,
Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman,
Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel
Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks.

