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in Ordinary Time

R

emember
that my life
is but a breath
and that my eyes will never again
see joy.
Job 7:7

Job
In the first reading Job laments the
drudgery of human life.
When things go wrong in your life where
do you turn to? What makes sense of the
downs as well as the ups?

Peter’s Mother in Law
The Gospel describes how Jesus went to
the house of Simon (=Peter) and Andrew to heal their mother.
Such was the power of attraction which Jesus had that people
brought their needy family and friends to him wherever he went.
But he soon finds himself at the beck and call of
so many that he feels the need to ‘take time
out’, in other words, to create space for
himself. So he gets up early and goes out to the
desert to pray.

The Gospel of Mark
Mark was the first of the gospel writers to write his gospel. A
bishop called Papias of Hierapolis (c130AD)
describes how it was written, claiming to
have had the information from a follower of
the apostles:
Mark, having been the interpreter of Peter,
wrote accurately, though not in order, all that
he recalled of what was either said or done by
the Lord. For he neither heard the Lord, not
was he a follower of his, but at a later date (as I said), of Peter;
who used to adapt his instruction to the needs of the moment,
but not with a view to putting the Lord’s teachings in orderly
fashion: that Mark did no wrong in thus writing some things as he
recalled them. For he kept a single aim in view: not to omit
anything of what he heard, nor to state anything therein falsely.

Who was Mark?
The Gospel contains no mention of the author’s name.
‘According to Mark’ was added later. There is a John Mark in the
Acts of the Apostles (12:12, 12:25, 13:5-13-15:37-39 and in three of
St Paul’s letters. Mark is mentioned in the first letter of St Peter
as ‘my son’.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
SIGN OF THINGS TO COME
‘Life is but a breath and my eyes will never
again see joy.’ We can all sympathise with Job.
He feels so downhearted that nothing seems
worthwhile any more. And from time to time we
can all end up asking what’s the point of life and
whether it’s worth all the effort. We take our fair
share of knocks and it’s easy to stay down rather
than pick ourselves up and dust ourselves down.
That’s why the cures that Jesus worked came as
such a bombshell to a people that had grown
cynical about life. St Mark tells us that from the
outset of his ministry Jesus attracted large crowds
eager to see him perform cures
on those who were sick.
Of course, Jesus was no doctor. But it was
as if, for the crowd, these miracles validated
his preaching claims. Anyone can preach, but
someone who can back up their preaching with
healing is surely worth listening to. And for Jesus
these cures were not the be-all and
end-all of his mission. They were signs of
something else: the setting up of the
kingdom of God.
From the start Jesus never claimed any
credit for these miracles. He was up-front about
where he got his power from: his Father. And it was
his Father who had sent him to inaugurate a new
way of life, a new style of living according to the
values of the kingdom which was
about to come.
Two thousand years on, the Church continues
this mission of proclaiming the kingdom to a world
that is often as weary as Jesus’s listeners.
In the midst of war, scandal, opposition and sheer
human frailty we keep in mind that we are not trying
to compete with other agencies, with governments
or lifestyle promoters. Our message is radically
different from any other.
It says that God intends us to live in a way
that puts others first, that thrives on self-sacrifice
after the fashion of Christ and that has no time
for the self-centred idealism of much of what
advertisers and spin-doctors present us with
today. For Christians are in the world but not of it.
That’s because, warts and all, they are part of the
kingdom of God. And as Jesus’s audience found
out, despite the problems that each day might
bring, the kingdom is very near.
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Adoremus/ National Eucharistic Congress

MASSES AND SERVICES

7-9 September 2018

In Church this week
•
Requiem on Tuesday so
no Mass Tuesday evening.

In preparation for the Congress the Archbishop will
lead a Holy Hour in every Pastoral Area. The date for
our Pastoral Area is Thursday 12th April; as we are
sharing this with the Woolton Pastoral Area the church
has still to be finalised.

Holy Hour in every church There will also be a Holy Hour each
month until September in every church in our Pastoral Area. It will take
place on the 2nd Thursday of the month.
•
The first of these Holy Hours will be his Thursday 8th February
at St Charles’ church at 7.30pm.
It would be good if people from all parishes could attend each Holy
Hour; it would be a great sign of us all praying together in these
months of preparation for the Congress and for the Synod of this
Archdiocese in 2020. For this reason on Thursdays when there is a
Pastoral Area Holy Hour there will be no evening service in OLMC.
OLMC will host the Holy Hour on 13th May and St Patrick on 12th July.
For details of the other Holy Hours see the notice board.

Congress Weekend
Friday 7th Sept– talks & workshops. More information will come from
the Catholic Bishops' Conference of England and Wales (CBCEW) about
the content of the Friday talks and workshops. Catechists, clergy,
chaplains, school staff and musicians are the audience for these talks.
Saturday 8th Sept– all day event at the Liverpool Echo Arena with
keynote speaker Bishop Robert Barron (Auxiliary Bishop of Los Angeles).
Sunday 9th Sept– 9:30 & 11am Masses at the Metropolitan Cathedral
with a Eucharistic Procession at 12:30pm. These Masses require tickets
because the number of delegates.

Parish Representatives—Wanted Each diocese has been given a
certain number of places for this event and in this diocese each
Pastoral Area has been allotted 36 places. That works out at 5 people
from each parish in this PA. The exact format and shape of the day and
what is being asked of each representative has not yet been finalized.
When we are given more details I will be asking for names of those
who might be interested in taking part.

CAFOD—Parish Representative Colette Byrne
is a local CAFOD representative. She is hoping to
recruit a ‘Parish Volunteer’ for every parish across
Liverpool Archdiocese to be a contact to ensure that Fast Day envelopes
are distributed and posters are displayed, messages are in the newsletter,
campaigns are promoted…..

WANTED—Nugent Charity Shop on Allerton Road is in urgent
need of stock consisting of clothing, books, bric-a-brac, shoes and
handbags. If you have any items they can be dropped off at 73 Allerton
Road, Liverpool, L18 2DH from 9am - 5pm, Monday to Saturday.

Sunday 4th February
5th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Sat 5pm
Frank Grant
Sun 9.45am Michael Ashworth
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Mon 5th February
9am
Private Intention

OLMC

Tue 6th February
9.30am Requiem: Pat Smedley
7pm
NO MASS

OLMC

Wed 7th February
10am John Ryder

St Patrick

Thu 8th February
10am
Holy Souls
11.30am Funeral Service: John Devers

St Patrick
St Patrick

Fri 9th February
10am Thanksgiving Sacred Heart
11am Funeral Service: Thomas Blaize

OLMC
OLMC

Sunday 11th February
6th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Sat 5pm
Tom Moore
Sun 9.45am Ian Daniel Hill
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service
NONE this week in OLMC because of the
Pastoral Area Holy Hour in St Charles at 7.30pm

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 31st Jan: No 18

Collections ………………………….Many thanks
OLMC Sat Loose £1153.19 Sun Loose £100.79
Envelopes £137.00 Total £390.98
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £133.97
Box £74.97 Brick £55.00

John Southworth

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Pat Smedley, John Devers, Thomas Blaize
The sick: Tony Robinson, Carol Pickford, Betty Billingsley, Sharon Gray, Tommy Duffy, Mary Frances, Audrey McKenna Ian McCafferty, Betty Christian,
Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne,
Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn
Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King,
John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins,
Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards,
Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry,
Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen
Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Holly and Lucy Brown.

