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FAITH IN FOCUS:
TELLING IT AS IT IS

ere is a teaching
that is new
and with authority
behind it.

Lazy preachers use religious words. It’s easier
than getting down to the nitty-gritty but it doesn’t
help people to connect their faith with their lives.
Mark 1:27

Today’s gospel tells the story of Jesus
casting out an unclean spirit out of a
man. The unclean spirit recognises who
Jesus really is.
The people recognise that Jesus’s teaching is new and unlike that of their own
religious leaders.
It reminds us that the teaching of Jesus is
not simply one path among many, one
philosophy that might work for some but not for others. It is a
teaching that has authority behind it, for it contains the word of
God. It is the message of eternal life.

So whenever you hear a sermon that is
peppered with words like salvation, ecclesial,
redemption, Christological, justification, metanoia,
eschatology, sanctifying grace or beatific vision,
then you know that the preacher is using
shorthand.
Of course, there’s nothing wrong with any
of these words; they are theological ways of
expressing our faith and the work of God in our
lives. But they remain on a cerebral level. They
engage the mind but more often than not
don’t reach the heart. They are not geared
to connecting faith with life in a way that
most people readily understand.
When the Jewish religious teachers
preached they appear to have fallen into the
same trap. What they said was right, but it was
stale. People found it hard to become enthusiastic
when they heard them preach.

The Presentation
of the Lord
This Friday 2nd February
It is probably true to say that most of
the very elderly people we meet
spend more time reminiscing than
looking forward. That is one of the things that makes
Simeon so interesting. He was looking forward to seeing
the promised Saviour …. He wanted to live long enough to
meet him.
As Jesus was brought into the temple both Simeon and
Anna had the wisdom and the openness to recognize Jesus
for whom he is. They recognized this mere child as the
Lord's Son and the Saviour.
This feast is also known as….

Candlemas
The name Candlemas comes from the traditional
observance of blessing candles and distributing the candles
to worshipers. The candles recall the lights of Christmas.
The candles also symbolize Simeon's words to Mary and
Joseph in Luke 2:32 that Jesus would be

A light to lighten the Gentiles,
and the glory of thy people Israel."
Our Mass on this feast is this Friday at OLMC at 10am

Then Jesus came along. People related to
what he said because they could see that it had
meaning for the way they were trying to live. It
connected with their struggles, their fears and
their hopes. When they described his teaching,
people said that he taught “with authority”. By this
they did not mean that he took an official stance or
that he talked down to people as if they were
ignorant. It meant that they could see that his
teaching was going to have a beneficial
effect on their lives. It made sense and
they could grasp its significance.
Authority meant that his words had clout. The
word authority comes from a Latin word that at
its root means to increase or grow. To speak with
authority meant that what Jesus was saying to
them would make them grow, cause them to
develop, to fulfil their potential. Unlike the
scribes who simply told people all the rules
that they had to obey, Jesus’ teaching was a
liberating experience that spoke about the value
and worth of the human person before God. It
encouraged people, offered them hope, gave
them confidence and made them want to be part
of the message and to tell others about it. It was
more than just words. And it still is today.
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Racial Justice Sunday 2018
Belonging: All are Welcome

MASSES AND SERVICES

On this day Catholics are called to pray for those
who experience unjust discrimination or are marginalised because of
their race and ethnicity. We think in particular of those who feel they
do not belong within our society or our communities because of this
discrimination.
As Catholics we are asked to treat all humans with dignity, regardless
of their background or circumstance. There are many stories of
alienation throughout the Bible, with clear calls to “Love the stranger”.
That the Church is a place where all belong is clearly seen in the recent
Feast of Epiphany, when Christ is revealed not only to the Israelites,
but to all of God’s people.
All the money raised will go towards supporting the Church’s work on
racial justice issues. The theme this year is “Belonging”, emphasising
that we are called not only to ensure our parishes welcome
newcomers, strangers, and those from different backgrounds, but also
that all people will know they will find a welcome in our parishes.

Mission Appeal: The Kiltegan Fathers
Fr Oliver Leavy made the appeal in OLMC and St Patrick’s
last weekend. The total sum raised was
£511.61

Adoremus As part of the preparations for the National Eucharistic
Congress in September of this year the Archbishop will be leading a
Holy Hour in every Pastoral Area in the Archdiocese. The date for this
PA’s Holy Hour is Thursday 12th April, the 2nd Thursday of the month.
It has been suggested that we also hold Holy Hours in every church in
this Pastoral Area each month on the 2nd Thursday of the month. So
the first of these Holy Hours will be n 8th February at St Charles’ church
at 7.30pm.

In Church this week
•
No Mass on Monday
Funeral Service on Monday at 2pm.
•
Requiem on Tuesday at 12noon
No Mass on Tuesday evening.
Sunday 28th January
4th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Sat 5pm
Parishioners
Sun 9.45am John Doyle
Sun 11.15am Kirsty MacInnes
Mon 29th January
9am NO MASS
2pm Funeral Service: Mary Moon

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC
OLMC
OLMC

Tue 30th January
12noon Requiem Mass: Bridget Dyson
7pm NO MASS

St Patrick
OLMC

Wed 31st January
10am Rebecca Hammond

St Patrick

Thu 1st February
10am Joan Halligan

St Patrick

Fri 2nd February
The Presentation of the Lord (Candlemass)
10am Fred & Ellen Southworth
OLMC
Sunday 4th February
5th SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME
Sat 5pm
Frank Grant
Sun 9.45am Michael Ashworth
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

CAFOD—Parish Representative
Colette Byrne is a local CAFOD
representative. She is hoping to recruit a
‘Parish Volunteer’ for every parish across Liverpool Archdiocese.
A Parish Volunteer is somebody that she can contact to ensure that Fast
Day envelopes are distributed and posters are displayed, messages are in
the newsletter, campaigns are promoted etc.
Anyone interested in taking up this role should contact me and I will put
you in touch with her; it would be good to have one for each church.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday Jan: No5

Mass in Honour of Our Lady of Lourdes
Saturday 10th February at 12 noon at Christ the King Church, Childwall.

With You Always The next series of preparations for first Eucharist
will take place in February. Parents will be informed directly of the
dates in the next two weeks.

History Talks Monday evening 7-9 pm St Patrick's meeting room
rear of the Church. Refreshments provided.
John Southworth

Collections ………………………….Many thanks
OLMC Sat Loose £126.76 Sun Loose £76.45
Envelopes £93.62 Total £296.83
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £124.57
Box £6.00 Brick £50.00

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Bridget Dyson, Mary Moon, Pat Smedley
The sick: Tony Robinson, Carol Pickford, Betty Billingsley, Sharon Gray, Tommy Duffy, Mary Frances, Audrey McKenna Ian McCafferty, Betty Christian,
Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne,
Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn
Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King,
John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins,
Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards,
Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry,
Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen
Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Holly and Lucy Brown.

