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21st Sunday
in Ordinary Time

I

f you will not serve the Lord,
choose today
whom you wish to serve.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
CHOICE OF THE DAY
Joshua 24:15

In the first reading the people of Israel are given a clear choice
by their leader Joshua. In the Gospel Jesus finds that his words
are unacceptable to some of his disciples. But Peter makes a
clear choice.
To celebrate the eucharist is to make a choice: by eating and
drinking the body and blood of Christ we profess Jesus to be
the Lord of our lives. Today our worship is an act of renewal, a
rededication in faith to follow wherever Jesus may lead. Whom
else could we possibly follow

The Eucharistic Gospel of John
Chapter Six Sundays 17-21
This Sunday we come to the end of our continuous reading
chapter 6 of St John’s Gospel spread over 5 Sundays.
However all does not go smoothly for Jesus; just like Joshua
in the first reading who offers the tribes
of Israel a choice of whom they follow.
Jesus experiences rejection:
This is intolerable language,
how could anyone accept it?
This is not just the crowd which
assembled which is rejecting Jesus; the
Gospel is quite specific that these are the followers of Jesus
and we read that many of the disciples left him and stopped
going with him.
There is an important distinction here: there are the
followers of Jesus, his disciples in the widest sense. Then
there is the Twelve, otherwise known as apostles. To them
Jesus ask whether they are going away too, to which Peter
makes one of the strongest professions of faith:
Lord, who shall we go to?
you have the message of eternal life
and we believe.

Next week - Back to Mark!
We haven’t left Ordinary Time but John’s Gospel took over
from Mark since the 17th Sunday. From next week we return
to Mark for our Gospels at Sunday Mass until the end of the
year.

Life is full of choices. If you’d like to speak
to a customer service adviser press *1.
If you’d like to listen to some awful music
while you wait press *2. If you’ve dialled the
wrong number then this call is costing you
an arm and a leg per minute. We’ve all
experienced it!
Our Old and New Testament readings today
confront us with more choices. Joshua gathers
all the people together for a ceremony to renew
or ratify the agreement (the covenant) they had
made with God when they agreed to be his
people. From time to time it is useful
to be reminded of just what you
have signed up for.
And Jesus, too, offers the disciples and us a
choice. You’ve heard what I’ve had to say about
eating and drinking my flesh and blood; so are
you going to follow me or are you going to
look for someone else?
Following Jesus, making the decision
to model your life on his teaching, is not a
maintenance-free choice. It’s not as if we make it
and then fly on automatic pilot for the rest of our
journey in faith. It’s something that needs
to be renewed constantly. It’s not a static
decision; it’s a dynamic choice.
We’re constantly renewing this choice
for Jesus. We’re tempted and have to make
conscious decisions. We’re faced with doubt and
have to summon up the vestiges of faith. Under
mockery from family or friends we choose to
keep our Christian heads held high. When we
struggle with prayer we try to keep on going.
But the greatest sign we can give that
we are persevering in our choice to opt for
Jesus’ promises is when we gather together
each Sunday to share communion with God
and each other. For the liturgy is our way of
ratifying the new covenant which Jesus offers
through his death and resurrection.
Just as Joshua and the Israelites
renewed their covenant in today’s scripture
reading, so too we take part in a weekly renewal
of our agreement with God. Our “Amen”
makes it clear that there is no one other
than Jesus to whom we would
wish to go.
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ADOREMUS
7-9th September
PARALLEL PROGRAMME
There will be many events all around Liverpool - you will find
leaflets at the back of our
churches.
In St Patrick’s Church there will be an event entitled
Meet the Missionary
A chance to talk through technology with missionaries working
thousands of miles away.
This will be on Friday and Saturday, 7/8th September 12-7pm.
Food for the hungry—a practical response to physical hunger,
learn how to make bread from scratch.
Saturday 8th September 12-6pm . Contact Steve Atherton 0151
522 1080.

MASSES AND SERVICES
IN CHURCH THIS WEEK
Sunday 26th August

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Sun 9.45am
Sun 11.15am

Joan Walsh
Mary Morgan
Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 27th August
Feast of St Monica
9am
John Wilcott

OLMC

Tuesday 28th August
Feast of St Augustine
7pm
Daniel Finlay

OLMC

Wednesday 29th August
Beheading of John the Baptist
10am
Jimmy Taylor

Feast of the week
The Passion of John the Baptist
29th August

John the Baptist has two feast days the other which we
celebrated on a Sunday in June - his birth. Todays feast
recalls his death at the hands of King Herod.
There are other significant feast this week (see Mass column on the right).
Notably some English saints: three woman martyrs who were among the 40
martyrs of England and Wales (15-16C) and St Aidan representing the
strength of faith present in the North East of England (7th C).

The Eucharist is our
thanksgiving to God
In the Mass Jesus is making the greatest prayer
there has ever been. He gives Himself to His
Father to the last drop of His blood. He holds
back nothing. He gives everything. It is this
prayer of
self-giving in love for sinners like us that is at the very heart of the
Eucharist. Here we see what love looks like.
Pope Francis
“At every celebration of Mass, our lives, offered in union with Christ’s
sacrifice on the cross, become, in him, an offering of praise and
thanksgiving pleasing to the Father, for the salvation of the world.
The liturgical renewal called for by the Second Vatican Council
sought to help the faithful understand more fully and share more
fruitfully in the Eucharist. (15th November 2017)

St Patrick

Thursday 30th August
Ss Margaret Clitheroe, Anne Line, Margaret Ward
10am
Anthony Payne
St Patrick
Friday 31st August
St Aidan and the St of Lindisfarne
10am
John Toohey

OLMC

Sunday 2nd September

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Sun 9.45am
Sun 11.15am

Carol Woodruff
Patsy Crane
Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday 4-4.30pm

OLMC
OLMC

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 22nd August was no
Winners won £30 each
Collections

Many Thanks

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Envelopes £N/A Loose N/A
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £N/A

Please Pray For…. Those who have died:
The sick: Irene Maloney, Betty Flannery, Tony Robinson, Carol Pickford, Betty Billingsley, Tommy Duffy, Audrey McKenna, Ian McCafferty, Betty Christian,
Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne,
Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney,
Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Denise King,
John Dunning, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy,
Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield,
Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid,
Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan,
Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks.

