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L

ook at the birds in the sky.
They do not sow or reap
or gather into barns;
yet your heavenly Father
feeds them.
Are you not worth
much more than they are?
Matthew 6:26

Jesus tells us to put our trust
totally in the Father and so not to
worry about anything. He tells us
that our first priority is to set our
hearts on the kingdom; after that
everything else will fall into place.

We come to our final reading from the Sermon the
Mount. This is our last Sunday of Ordinary Time until
after Pentecost. Next Sunday is the first Sunday of
Lent.

This Wednesday is

Ash Wednesday
the beginning of

At the heart of Jesus’ Plan B is the fact that when God
created us, through the agency of our parents, he did not
stop being concerned about us. God’s care for each one of
us is eternal. In fact, if God were to stop thinking about us
for a single second then we would cease to exist. God the
Creator keeps creating day after day. Every morning God
continues to sustain us and offer us the gift of life. Jesus
puts it beautifully when he says that God provides seed
for the birds, grass for the fields, flowers for the
hedgerows, and if he does that for flowers, grass
and birds how much more will he care for the
pinnacle of his creation: men and women?
We can’t add a single day to our lives by worrying about
what we’re going to eat and drink or what we’re going to
wear. Christians are not preserved from the obvious need to
make provision for the future but we are able to live in the
secure knowledge that God has not made us to be mere
playthings which will eventually be abandoned.

Lent
Masses on
Ash Wednesday:
St Patrick 10am
OLMC 7.00pm

Also during Lent:
Stations of the Cross

Wednesdays 7pm at St Patrick
Not this Wednesday because of Mass

Thursdays 7pm at OLMC

PLUS


Most of us worry from time to time. In these days of financial
constraint we wonder whether we will still be in work, still
earning a living and still able to provide for ourselves and
others. Perhaps we worry about our health or the health of a
family member. Maybe we lie awake at night concerned by
the behaviour of our children and the type of people they
have started hanging around with. Or is our worry completely
imaginary? Do we have bad dreams that a meteorite might
strike our house, that we will be asked to conduct an
orchestra with a knitting needle or walk a tightrope
blindfolded over Niagara Falls while wearing moon boots?
Jesus has a Plan B. He tells us that worrying is useless;
there is nothing that can be changed by worry. In fact,
excessive anxiety belies a lack of true faith. Of course there
are going to be things that we have to make provision for and
these can sometimes be threatening or daunting, but worry
saps faith and leaves us in a paralysed state.

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT




FAITH IN FOCUS: PLAN B

Early Mass Fridays at OLMC 7am
This takes place even if there is a
requiem on the same day.

God is not preparing us for oblivion but for everlasting
happiness with him. Our faith in God demands trust, trust in
a loving God who holds us in the palm of his hand and who
will never renege on the promises he has made to us in
Christ. There is nothing that can ever happen to us that he
will allow to crush us and he will never withdraw
his fatherly concern.
Plan B isn’t to forget about the future or not to make
sensible provision. Plan B is to thank God just for being our
God and for having us as his sons and daughters, and to
have that trust in God that makes us know that whatever the
future may hold we will never be separated from him. So
what’s the use of worrying about tomorrow?
The day after tomorrow, tomorrow will be yesterday.
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Archdiocesan Developments
Two weeks ago I gave statistics regarding the situation in the
diocese. Since then the Archbishop has written a letter to all priests.
This is part of the letter:
I am writing to you to ask for your guidance and help.
You will be aware that one of the main tasks that I have as your
Archbishop is the appointment of priests to the parishes. In many ways
it is one of the most important and sacred tasks of a bishop. It is also
one of the most difficult.
As you know we have fewer priests and people at Mass than we had in
recent times…...
…..I have asked your Dean to call clergy and people together to help me
in the forward planning that we need to embark upon…I know that
many of you took part in the Leaving Safe Harbours process….I ask you
to share with me in this present task, under the guidance of the Holy
Spirit, so that we can be the Church that God has called us to be.
This Pastoral Area experienced substantial changes in 2012 and 2014.
Proposals were made then which were accepted by the Archbishop’s
Council. Some were implemented straight away others to be acted
upon at some future date. There are copies of this Final Proposal (June
2014) at the back of church.

Confessions for Lent The Sacrament of Reconciliation continues
to be celebrated every Saturday at OLMC. In addition there will be
two Saturdays during Lent when the Sacrament will be available
most of the day:
Confessions will be available from 10am to 4pm

In St Charles on 11th March

In St Francis on 4th April

MASSES AND SERVICES
IN CHURCH THIS WEEK

No Mass on Monday

Funeral service Thursday

Early morning Mass 7am Friday

Requiem on Friday at 12pm in OLMC
Sunday 26th February

8th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5.00pm Parishioners
OLMC
Sun 9.45am Victoria Perry
St Patrick
Sun 11.15am Thomas Flannery Snr & Jnr OLMC
Mon 27th February
9am NO MASS

OLMC

Tues 28th February
7pm Alfred Gordon

OLMC

Wed 1st March
ASH WEDNESDAY
10am Thomas Burns
7pm Private Intention

St Patrick
OLMC

Thu 2nd March
10am Marie Spears
St Patrick
1pm Funeral Service: Ann Dawe OLMC
Fri 3rd March
7am Nick Hogg
12pm Requiem: Patricia Walls

OLMC
St Patrick

Sunday 5th March

Stations of the Cross Thank you to those who have volunteered

1st Sunday of Lent

to be part of the teams. Please sign the list if you wish to help lead
the Stations each week.

Sat 5.00pm William (Bill) Hamilton OLMC
Sun 9.45am Jim Timlin
St Patrick
Sun 11.15am Parishioners
OLMC

Thank you for Sister Mary Jo I received a letter from Sister
Mary Jo last week thanking everyone for their kindness before she
left and for the gift she received. She spoke very warmly about her
time in Liverpool and in this area.

Evening Service
Stations of the Cross Wednesday St Patrick 7pm
Thursday OLMC 7pm

Charity Social Evening The Knights of St Columba, OLMC Parish

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4-4.30pm

Centre, Saturday 11th March at 8.30. Featuring Michael Coyne, Bingo,
Raffle…..Tickets £5 from the parish centre or pay on the door. Prizes
for the raffle appreciated.

Storm Doris Last week’s storm, which now are given names (!) did
a considerable amount of damage to both churches. OLMC had
several roof tiles broken (on the far side of the building but visible
from the road). St Patrick’s sign blew down but, more seriously, a
large amount of lead was ripped from the roof. Some of the cost of
this damage will be recoverable from insurance.

SVP Collection next weekend.
John Southworth

OLMC

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday No 5
Collections

Many thanks

Mount Carmel
Sat Envelopes £ 101.00 Loose £138.90
Sun Envelopes £34.00 Loose £90.91 Total £364.81
St Patrick
Envelopes £0 Loose £137.19 Total £137.19

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Ann Dawe, Patsy Walls
The sick: Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian Smedley, Bernadette Morgan, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted
Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Tony Jones,
Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning,
Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy,
Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield,
Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid,
Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Peter Benger, Maureen
Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy Brown.

