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in Ordinary Time
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I

tell you,
if your virtue goes no deeper
than that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never
get into the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:20

Why do we believe and practise what we do? Do we obey God’s
law because we see it as an insurance policy for eternity or
because it frees us to get the most out of life? Is it a deterrent
or is it a charter for freedom?

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Patrick

Many of the sayings of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount
begin with the phrase:
You have learnt how it was said…..
and then goes on to remind them of aspects of the Law which
they will have known all their lives. He then adds to these
axioms by continuing:
…….but I say this to you.
and proceeds to transform them, in many cases making them
more challenging to live by.

This Sunday:
Racial Justice Sunday -

Our Community

The Catholic Church in England and Wales celebrates
Racial Justice Sunday this Sunday, 12th February.
We're raising awareness of the responsibility of the
Catholic Church to eradicate racial discrimination in all its
forms within the church and wider society.
This theme is brought to our attention every year. But in
these months since the referendum over Brexit and with
the new President of the USA making decisions which the
judiciary deem to be unconstitutional, it is even more
relevant today.
All Catholics are encouraged to promote and celebrate
our communities wherever we worship, work and live.
Racial justice is a gospel imperative since Christ called us
not just to welcome all who we meet but to treat people
with dignity and respect in every aspect of our private
and public lives.
As it says in our Gospel reading from Matthew 5:24 for
this day - we must first be reconciled to our brothers and
sisters.
The theme this year is Our Community - community in
the widest sense. Racism has no place in our hearts or in
our homes, parishes and schools; in our shops, work,
travel and leisure times.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
SURFACE RELIGION
In our society, if you don’t break the law then no one
can touch you. You can’t be imprisoned, fined or given
some other punishment. That’s because you’ve done
nothing wrong. So you won’t get a criminal record. But
neither will you get a public medal of honour. You
have to do something worthwhile to be awarded an
honour. Simply obeying the law doesn’t make
you a good citizen.
Similarly with our religion, it’s not enough to keep the
rules. We have to have that something extra; we have
to have a loving relationship with God, a relationship
that shows itself in the way we live our lives.
In today’s gospel Jesus criticises the religious leaders
for doing just enough to comply with the religious law
while their hearts are in a different place. Minimalism is
not the same as virtue. And so he points out that a
“how far can I go?” mentality is unacceptable to God. I
may not kill someone but if I harbour anger against
them then I am guilty of sin. I may not commit adultery
but if I lust after someone then I’ve already shown that
I’m trying to bend the rules. And how can we approach
God in worship when we are at odds with others at
home or in the community? It’s simply hypocrisy,
says Jesus.
How alive is my faith? Do I give my all or do I simply
keep the rules? Is coming to church on a Sunday the
sum total of my contribution to the local Christian
community? Do I rather resent the rules and
regulations that my faith places upon me? Do I think
that they put me at a disadvantage compared with
friends who have no faith or do I see them as a Godgiven way of getting the most out of life? Do I see
God’s law as restrictive or as life-enhancing?
Does it kerb my liberty or is it a charter for human
freedom? Christians believe that God’s law brings
life whereas acting contrary to it only results in a
destructive existence. Today’s scripture is even
blunter; it tells us that we have a choice between life
and death: choosing to ignore the wisdom of God
means opting for a pattern of life that is ultimately
unfulfilling and life-depriving.
Today Ecclesiasticus (a preacher) reminds us that, if
we wish, we can keep God’s commandments for it is
within our power to do so. You have life and death
before you, he says, and whichever you like better,
will be given to you.
Life and death on both sides of the grave.
That’s quite a choice!

Parish Priest: Fr John Southworth
Parish Office: 27 High Park St, Liverpool L8 8DX Phone: 0151 727 1463
www.mountcarmel-stpatrick.org.uk • Email: olmc@rcaolp.co.uk • stpatrick@rcaolp.co.uk
Liverpool Roman Catholic Archdiocesan Trustees Inc Registered Charity No 232709

Archdiocesan Developments

MASSES AND SERVICES

Post Leaving Safe Harbours
As long ago as 2010 this Pastoral Area started the Leaving Safe
Harbours development process. This resulted in a number of churches
closing, firstly in 2012 and after that in 2014. This was in response to
the fewer number of parishioners and priests which had been
expected for many years.
Fewer people, fewer priests: This reduction of numbers is continuing
and is likely to do so for the foreseeable future. Recently a number of
priests have been absent because of illness; it has been very difficult to
fill these parishes even on a temporary basis. As well as this some
priests are finally retiring after soldiering on for many years longer than
expected. Among them is Fr Tom Kennedy, ordained in 1943, parish
priest of English Martyrs, Haydock, since 1973. I don’t think anyone
will begrudge him a well earned retirement at the age of 100!
Current Numbers:

Mass attendance
46,879
(That is, the number of people at Mass each
Sunday in the diocese. In 2012 it was 54,308).
Priests of the Archdiocese 141 (153 in 2012)
20 of these are over 75. Only 25 are under 50.

All areas of the Archdiocese will be affected by more change in the
next few years. What is important is that we plan for it by encouraging
more people to be actively involved in parishes. For many years we
have accepted ministers taking communion to the sick. Lay men and
women are chaplains in our schools; more recently lay people are
being trained to be ministers of funerals. What might have be seen as
a problem has actually resulted in far more people being able to live
out their baptismal calling.
We always need to be open to the working of the Holy Spirit—who
knows where this will lead.

Today-Annual Celebration of Marriage and Family Life
The annual Mass, which will be celebrated by the Archbishop is next
Sunday 12th February at 11am at the Cathedral.

IN CHURCH THIS WEEK

No Mass on Monday

Funeral Service 2.45pm on Wednesday at
St Patrick.
Sunday 12th February

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5.00pm Agnes & James McNulty OLMC
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
St Patrick
Sun 11.15am Mary & Baby McKenna OLMC
Mon 13th February
9am NO MASS

OLMC

Tues 14th February
7pm Mary Hunter

OLMC

Wed 15th February
10am Mrs Walls (Sick)
St Patrick
2.45pm Funeral Service: Gerard Dyson St Patrick
Thu 16th February
10am Bernadette Morgan (Sick)

St Patrick

Fri 17th February
10am The Bell Family

OLMC

Sunday 19th February

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5.00pm Bridie Thompson
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
Sun 11.15am Gerard Lennard

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Evening Service
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament OLMC
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4-4.30pm

OLMC

Sponsored Walk - Thank You
As a further thank you to all who contributed to the sponsored walk
some months ago the cheque will be displayed at the back of OLMC
church this weekend.

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday No 37

Forward Planning
With Lent soon to be upon us I thought we might do the Stations of
the Cross differently this year. I would like to form a team of people
in each church to organise and lead the Stations each week. They
would be responsible for choosing the form of the service and
reading the prayers and scripture passages. There is a sheet at the
back of church for volunteers to sign their names.
John Southworth

Two more Sundays then

Lent -

Collections
Mount Carmel
Sat Envelopes £104.75 Loose £164.50
Sun Envelopes £41.00
Loose £84.47 T
Total £394.72
St Patrick
Envelopes £0 Loose £ Total £127.27

Ash Wednesday 1st March

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: William Funcks, Gerry Dyson.
The sick: Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian Smedley, Bernadette Morgan.Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted
Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Patricia (Patsy) Walls, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty
Devine, Tony Jones, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King,
John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins,
Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards,
Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry,
Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Peter
Benger, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy Brown.

