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ell done,
good and faithful servant;
you have shown you can be faithful
in small things,
I will trust you with greater.
Matthew 25:21

A Christian fact hard to swallow is that God allows us to behave
in a way that rejects him. We are free to be faithful to his gospel
and his commandments, or to ignore them. But today he does
remind us of the consequences of burying both our heads and
our talents in the sand.

Feast of Christ the King
Next Week is the feast of Christ the King, the
last week of the year before we move into
Advent, The gospel of the last judgement
where the King will separate the sheep from
the goats.
Next Sunday is also National Youth Sunday when we
recognise the importance of our young people in our Church.
This year the theme is Something to Say?, encouraging young
people to share their views on the Church, especially in
preparation for the next Synod in Rome.
There will be a retiring collection next Sunday for the
Archdiocesan Youth Services.

World Day for the Poor This Sunday
On 28th September, this year, Pope Francis instituted the first
World Day for the Poor to be held on this penultimate Sunday of
the Year. By placing it this time of the year, Pope Francis reminds
us what sort of kingship we celebrate next Sunday on the feast
of Christ the King: ‘I was hungry and you gave me no food….’
In his message for this first World Day of the Poor, to be celebrated
on 19 November this year, Pope Francis asks all of us, whatever
our means or background, to unite in love, in acts of service to one
another and in genuine encounter.

November List
The names of deceased relatives, friends,
former parishioners and all those whom
you wish to remember can be placed in
the books in front of the altars in OLMC
and St Patrick’s. They will be remembered
at all our Masses this month.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
CAPITAL GROWTH
Young Antonio’s voice was high and squeaky
and so he did not pass the auditions for the
Cremona Boys’ Choir. When he took violin lessons
the neighbours persuaded his parents to make him
stop. Yet Antonio still wanted to make music.
His friends gave him a hard time because his
only talent was whittling wood. When Antonio was
older he served as an apprentice to a violinmaker.
His knack for whittling grew into a skill of carving
and his hobby became his craft. He worked
patiently and faithfully. By the time he died, he
left over 1,500 violins, each one bearing a label
that read ‘Antonio Stradivarius’. They are the
most sought-after violins in the world and
one sold for £1.7 million in 2015.
Antonio couldn’t sing or play or preach or
teach but his responsibility was to use his
ability, and his instruments are still making
beautiful music today.
Our potential is God’s gift to us. What we do
with it is our gift to God, are you investing what
you’ve been given, regardless of how much it is?
Or, have you buried your blessing and kept it
hidden from others?
We can sometimes confuse hiding our talents
with humility with not wanting to push ourselves
forward, yet if we stop to think for just a moment
we’ll soon realise that, whatever our talent is, it is
God-given. God has entrusted us with skill and
talents to be used for his divine purpose. And no
one else can ever be you and me. We’re unique,
with unique gifts that God has welded into our
character and personality. And it’s part of
God’s plan from the beginning of time that
we should use what we have been given so that
the good news of the gospel might be spread
and people should come to experience
God through you and me.
Today’s gospel reminds us that life will not last
for ever on this earth. The master is returning
and we are returning to our master. What answer
will we have to give when he asks what we
have done with all that he gave us?
Will we have buried it, or will we have
produced a capital return?
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Praying with the Dying
Several of our parishioners who take Holy Communion to the sick
attended the talk by Fr Peter Fleetwood last Tuesday. He gave a very
full account of the Church’s pastoral care of the sick and dying and how
everyone can be involved in this vital ministry.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, which can only be
administered by a priest, is to help the sick person in their illness, to let
them know the support of the Church and to pray for their recovery.
But Fr Fleetwood stressed that, apart from the Sacrament of
Anointing, everyone can minister what the Church offers to the sick
and the dying: prayers with the sick, taking Holy Communion to them
and praying with them in their last days.
In the case of terminal illness, after the Sacrament of the Sick has been
given, Holy Communion, as Viaticum ‘food for the journey’ can be
received for as long as a person can take food. There are also
appropriate prayers for those nearing death, at the time of death and
after a person has died.
Fr Fleetwood gave out various examples of prayers from the official
book: The Pastoral Care of the Sick. (Nowhere in this book is there any
reference to ’The Last Rites’.) Anyone who is caring for a sick relative
or any of our Ministers of Communion might like a copy of the booklet;
please see me if you would like one.

Sunday Mass Times Thank you to those who have contacted me
regarding the suggested changes in Sunday Mass.
Understandably there is little enthusiasm for the St Patrick’s Mass to
be at 9am! So how about a change of just 15 minutes for each Mass: St
Patrick at 9.30am and OLMC at 11am? Please let me know.

CAFOD The annual CAFOD Liverpool Memorial Mass for the relatives
and friends of deceased supporters of CAFOD, Saturday 25 November
at 5.30pm at Sacred Heart, Liverpool Road, Ainsdale, Southport,
Merseyside, PR8 3BP.

Liverpool Bach Collective—St Clare’s Church, Arundel Ave, L17
Sunday 3rd December 2017. The next in a series of celebrations of Bach
Cantatas sung during Evening Prayer. The Bach is sung in the setting
for which is was written and for the Liturgical Season. This takes place
on the first Sunday of Advent and highlights the need for the soul to
prepare for the second coming of the Lord.

EMBRACE Liverpool This years Embrace takes place next Saturday 25
November 2017. Embrace, now in it’s third year, is a one-day conference
for young Catholics in the heart of Liverpool For more details see poster
on notice boards or info@embrace-liverpool.org.uk

OLMC Raffle/St Patrick’s Tombola all donations gratefully

MASSES AND SERVICES
In Church this week
•

No Masses on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Sunday 19th Nov
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Thanksgiving (BC)
Sun 9.45am Canon Hugh Dawber
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 20th Nov
9am No Mass

OLMC

Tuesday 21st Nov
7pm No Mass

OLMC

Wednesday 22nd Nov
St Cecilia
10am No Mass

St Patrick

Thursday 23rd Nov
10am Lucilla Craig

St Patrick

Friday 24th Nov
St Andrew Dung-Lac & Companions

10am Bernadette Morgan

Sunday 26th November
34th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Parishioners
OLMC
Sun 9.45am Robert Fowler
St Patrick
Sun 11.15am Yvonne Michelle Grant OLMC
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 15th November: No 7
Collections
OLMC Sat Loose £127.66 Sun Loose £58.68
Envelopes £143.78 Total £329.72

received. Gifts sets, bottles, chocolate etc.

St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £145.67

Terry Reid Some of you will remember Terry Reid who taught at St

OLMC Rest Box £16.90 Buy a Brick £135.00
Raffle:£19.00
Many thanks

Finbar’s and St Patrick’s schools. He also taught at St Vincent’s. Sadly
he died last week aged 73.
John Southworth

OLMC

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Valerie Walach
The sick: Betty Billingsley, Sharon Gray, Tommy Duffy, Mary Frances, Audrey McKenna Ian McCafferty, Betty Christian, Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange,
Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat Smedley, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson,
Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty
Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John
Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael
Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin
Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry,
Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull,
Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Holly and Lucy Brown.

