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he Lord will prepare
a banquet of rich food,
a banquet of fine wines…
he will destroy Death for ever
and wipe away the tears
from every cheek.
(Isaiah 25:6-8)

Our earthly celebration eucharist is a
foretaste of what awaits us after death.
We praise and thank God for all he has
done for us and continues to do for us
today. And we look forward to the time
when all tears will be wiped away and
we will enjoy an everlasting banquet
with God and all we have loved.

Gospel of Matthew - Parables of Rejection
Over the past two weeks we had parables
showing how God’s invitation was often
rejected, firstly by one the son who refused to
work in his father’s vineyard and then the
workers in another vineyard who killed all whom
the owner sent, even the owner’s son.
This rejection is continued in today’s gospel
which continues the banquet symbolism of the
first reading with the parable of those invited to
a wedding banquet; they all give excuses of why
they cannot go.
Do we ever make such excuses?

Next Weekend

World Mission Sunday
Next Sunday Pope Francis invites all
Catholics to contribute to a special
collection for Missio, his official charity
for overseas missions. (In this country
it is organised by the Mill Hill Fathers and used to be called
the APF—Association for the Propagation of the Faith, which
is printed on the red mission boxes which people have in their
homes.)
The focus of this year’s World Mission Sunday is Sudan. For
decades the people of Sudan have suffered violent interethnic and civil war. The country has steadily become more
politically polarised and ethnically fragmented. It is
considered the most unstable country in the world.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
RESERVING A TABLE
Two beautiful images of our God are put before
us today. The first tells us that God has already
prepared a sumptuous banquet of food and fine
wine for us. The second is that on the day we are
called to share in this everlasting feast he will wipe
away every tear from our eyes and
take away all our shame.
Everyone likes a good feast but rich food and
drink were especially welcomed by people who
lived in the arid desert. So Isaiah’s words from God
were eagerly received by the Jewish people whose
nation had been overrun by a foreign power
and who had been taken captive into exile.
Despite all their present troubles God
promises them that in the end they will
be triumphant and that he will
never abandon them.
The eucharist that Christians celebrate every
Sunday is the “starter course” of this promised
banquet. What God has promised us for eternity
in heaven has already begun. The eucharist is
the sacred meal shared by those who have been
baptised into Christ’s death and who now await
a full share in his resurrection. The rich food
and fine wine is the body and blood of Christ
who is really present among us when
we gather in his name.
So our liturgy puts us in contact with the eternal
presence of God and is not something that we do
alone. Here on earth we join the heavenly liturgy of
saints and angels who already see God face to face
and are moved to constant praise. And that’s why
God has already begun to wipe away the tears from
our eyes, for in our worship we are joined in
communion with those who have gone before us
and whom we once mourned and grieved for.
But liturgy is not simply what our parish or
community is doing. Liturgy is cosmic. We join our
voices with choirs of angels and saints of all time in
our hymn of praise. Scripture tells us that those of
our family and friends who have died are not dead
for ever but are indeed alive in Christ. Liturgy
joins together the communion of saints
on both sides of the grave.
A banquet of rich food and fine wine…our tears
dried…our shame taken away…and this is only the
starter. Why not reserve a table?
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With You Always - 1st Session
The first session of our With You Always programme
begins this week for two of our schools.
•
St Patrick’s in St Patrick’s Church at 5.30 on
Wednesday 18th October.
•
Holy Family on Tuesday 17th October at 3.30pm
at OLMC Church.
St Finbar and other schools—the first session is not until 1st November.
A reminder : It is not too late for children of other schools to join the
programme. Parents of these children should contact me as soon as
possible.

Coffee after Mass There is now tea or coffee after both Sunday
Masses. In OLMC there will be cakes available once a month. Donations
of flour, sugar, etc…would be gratefully received.

Parish Centre There is regular entertainment in the parish centre:
Sunday’s from 6pm DJ & Karaoke. Thursday’s Bingo from 8-9pm.

Olive Wood Sale Last year a there was a sale of religious items made
out of olive wood from the Holy Land. The group responsible for this
will be visiting our churches this weekend. Any profits from the sale of
the items goes to support groups for persecuted Christians in Palestine.

Volunteers wanted I received the following message via email last
week. Anyone interested should contact Leila Simpson directly and,
please note the date, very quickly!
•
I’m Leila and I work at the Social Change Agency (http://
thesocialchangeagency.org/). We’re helping Marks & Spencer with
a big community transformation project that is taking place in
Toxteth and Dingle. We would like 30 local people who can come
along and talk to us about where they live, what they love about it
and what they would like to see change.
They would need to come along to one community conversation
workshop, lasting 2 and a half hours. This would take place on
Monday 16th October at 1:30pm - 4pm in The Florrie. They will be
reimbursed for their travel and we’ll also have some tasty snacks
too.
Do you know of anybody that would be interested in making a
positive change in their community that we could talk to? Or would
you be able to pass on contact details for any groups in the area
that might be able to help us?
John Southworth

MASSES AND SERVICES
In Church this week
•
No Mass on Monday
Sunday 15th October
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Peter Olsen
Sun 9.45am James Gibbons
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 16th Oct
9am NO MASS

OLMC

Tuesday 17th Oct
St Ignatius of Antioch
7pm Family of Eiliah McLean

OLMC

Wednesday 18th Oct
St Luke
10am Roy Jones

St Patrick

Thursday 19thOct
10am Joe Kirwan

St Patrick

Friday 20th Oct
10am Mandy Caryl
Sunday 22nd Oct
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Joe O’Toole
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
Sun 11.15am Carol Woodruff

OLMC

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
To Honour Mary: October Rosary Service

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 11th October No 13

Feast of the Week ST LUKE - Wednesday

Collections

Writer the of third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. His gospel is at pains
to show the compassionate nature of God (he is the one to report the Prodigal
Son story) and he is sometimes referred to as the author of the social gospel
since much of his material deals with the need for Christians to have a strong
sense of justice, particularly to the underdog (as witnessed in the story of the
Good Samaritan).
Much of Luke’s material in his writings comes from his close association with
Paul with whom he travelled and whose preaching he heard.

OLMC Sat Loose £71.91
Sun Loose £113.34
Envelopes £101.69 Total £286.94
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £117.98
Cafod: £157.04
OLMC Rest Box £32.16 Buy a Brick £ 215.00
Donations £600
Many thanks

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Susan O’Brien
The sick: Tommy Duffy, Mary Frances, Audrey McKenna Ian McCafferty, Betty Christian, Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins,
Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat Smedley, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted
Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine,
Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily
Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David
Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian
O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson,
Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis,
David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy Brown.

