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FAITH IN FOCUS:
HENRY’S FARM

y friend had a vineyard
on a fertile hillside.
He dug the soil, cleared it of stones,
and planted choice vines in it.
(Isaiah 5:1-2)

God has made us and set us on this earth. But for what
purpose? Certainly not to stagnate. Like a vine in his
cherished vineyard we are expected to bear as much
fruit as we can. But we are not alone: God promises to
bring us to fruition through the pruning and trimming
that life puts before us.

Although the farm was quite productive
since Henry had a good herd of prize
cattle and a flock of hardy sheep, there
were one or two things that stood out as
being rather bizarre.

Gospel of Matthew Parables of Rejection
Last week we had the two sons, one who refused his father’s order to go
and work in the vineyard but then changed his mind and went; the other
who said yes, but did not go.
•
This week the workers who took over the vineyard and went so far
as to mistreat and even kill the owner’s servants and even the son.
•
Next week we will see the rejection of the invitation to the
wedding banquet.
All three reflect the reality of our world: God’s invitation to his people is
often rejected .

Harvest Fast Collection
This weekend
Archbishop Malcolm McMahon—Pastoral Letter
Last weekend the Archbishop published an important pastoral letter
which announced an Archdiocesan Synod in 2020. This will be a
three year process. These were the main points:
•
•

•

People who saw Henry Jenkins’s farm
would murmur to themselves. It was set
in one of the most beautiful valleys in the
area, with rolling fields that lolled into the
distance and disappeared over the gentle
inclines of the hills and mountains.

2018: A year of prayer leading to the National Eucharistic
Pilgrimage and Congress which will be held in Liverpool next
year.
2019: Parish discussions will take place, which will begin from
the fact that we are not about managing decline, but we are
trying to catch a vision that will move us forward towards
missionary discipleship, so that we do not simply follow Jesus
but we take the Gospel message to others.
2020: The Synod will be held in the summer of 2020. The Synod
will present practical ways in which we as a diocese can
respond to the call of God, accepting the challenge of every call
of Jesus to be missionary and outward looking.

The Archbishop also announced that he had offered two parishes in
the Archdiocese to religious orders. One of them will be St Vincent’s
where the White Fathers will run the parish as well as responding to
the needs of our African brothers and sisters and others.

The farmhouse was only just habitable.
The rumour was that Henry had had a row
with his family and when his father died
Henry had been passed over and all the
property had been bequeathed to Edward
Jenkins, his younger brother with whom
he didn’t get on.
Henry was allowed to stay in it until
he died. But knowing that Edward
would inherit the house and land, he had
deliberately spent nothing on it and let it
go to wrack and ruin. The roof leaked, the
window frames were rotten and the wall
was on the verge of toppling down.
The arable fields that once were vast
swathes of corn and barley had been left
to grow into brambles and briars. There
was plenty of opportunity for the land to
be productive, but this was yet another
way for Henry to get back
at Edward.
Henry didn’t mind living in the place.
He earned more than enough to live on
from the animals and he couldn’t be
bothered to put himself out. A few
buyers came and tried to offer him a
large amount for the property, given its
potential. But Henry wasn’t interested
and of course never mentioned
it to Edward.
The sting in the tail came one
November’s evening. News arrived that
his younger brother had died. And when
the will was read, Edward had left
the farmhouse and all the
property to Henry.
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Called Beyond
This is a new initiative developed by the National Office for Vocations. It
is an opportunity for all Catholics to celebrate Vocation, the call of Christ
in all our lives. The format is to meet in an informal setting and a person
or a group of people who will talk about their particular vocation
whether young or old, single or married, lay or religious.
From this Monday 9th October people are invited to gather at various
venues where someone will talk about their own particular vocation.
For example on Wednesday at the Carmelite Monastery in Allerton one
of the sisters will be sharers her story and be open to question about
her life.
You will find the full detail on the notice board under the heading Called
Beyond.

With You Always—Meetings for Parents
St Patrick’s Parents: in St Patrick’s School at 5.30 on
Wednesday 11th October.
Holy Family Parents in Holy Family School on Thursday
12th October at 2.45pm.
A reminder : Parents of children in other schools should contact me as
soon as possible.

Coffee after Mass There is now tea or coffee after both Sunday
Masses. All Welcome.

Pastoral Area Newsletter Available at the back of church. It gives
details of all the Sunday Masses as well as a snapshot of what is
happening in some of the other parishes.

Job Vacancies Carmelite Monastery, Maryton Grange, Allerton Road,
L19 3NU. Weekend vacancies for Carer (NVQ 2 or higher) and also an
experienced Caterer. Phone 0151 724 4772 for more details. Closing date
for applications 12th October.

Father Michael Gaine Anyone who trained at Christ’s College (Now

MASSES AND SERVICES
In Church this week
•
Funeral Services on Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday.
Sunday 8th Oct
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Christy McLean
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
Sun 11.15am William David Hamilton

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 9th Oct
9am Sammy McShane

OLMC

Tuesday 10th Oct
12.30pm Funeral Service: John Wilcott
7pm Paddy Flynn

St Patrick
OLMC

Wednesday 11th Oct
10am Helena Green
OLMC
12.30pm Funeral Service: Frankie Lawrence OLMC
Thursday 12thOct
10am Joe Dallas (Sick)

St Patrick

Friday 13th Oct
10am Angie Boatang
12noon Funeral Service:Teresa McLean
Sunday 15th October
28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Peter Olsen
Sun 9.45am St Patrick
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
OLMC

OLMC
OLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm

Hope University) between 1965-1989 might remember Fr Michael Gaine
who taught there. For the last few years he has been a resident in James
Nugent Court on Ullett Road. His funeral will take place this Monday at
St Charles’ Church at 12noon.

Thursday Evening Service 7pm
To Honour Mary; October Rosary Service

Parish Centre There is regular entertainment in the parish centre:

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick

Sunday’s from 6pm DJ & Karaoke. Thursday’s Bingo from 8-9pm.

The bonus ball for Wednesday 4th October No 5

Olive Wood Sale Last year a there was a sale of religious items made
out of olive wood from the Holy Land. The group responsible for this
will be visiting our churches next weekend. Any profits from the sale of
the items goes to support groups for persecuted Christians in Palestine.

World Mission Sunday 22nd October. A collection will be held for
Mission, previously known as the APF. Many of you have the red boxes
at home for the same charity.
John Southworth

Collections
OLMC Sat Loose £ 102.94 Sun Loose £108.18
Envelopes £64.50 Total £275,62
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £147.82
OLMC Restoration Box £83.35 Buy a Brick £125.00
Many thanks

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: John Wilcott, Teresa McLean, Family of Baby Frankie Lawrence
The sick: Audrey McKenna Ian McCafferty, Betty Christian, Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy
Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat Smedley, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar,
Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann
Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent,
David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas &
John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne
Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally
Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven
Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy Brown.

