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Y

es, the heavens are as high above the earth
as my ways are above your ways,
my thoughts
above your thoughts.
Isaiah 55:9

The quotation above from our first readers
fits in perfectly with todays Gospel parable of
the workers in the vineyard.
The workers who have only worked for the
last hour of the day get as much as those who
have toiled all day in the burning heat. Unfair?
Not to God.

OLMC Restoration Fund
A meeting took place last Thursday to discuss our fund raising
projects. Minutes of the meeting are available at the back of
church listing all the ideas which were suggested.
Some of the ideas will be implemented immediately:
Buy a Brick: Several people have already made donations of
£5 per brick. Now that the work is complete 862 bricks have
been replaced. If you wish to buy a brick then please put £5 in
one of the envelopes near the collection box at the back of
church and put it in the box.
Sunday Coffee After each Sunday 11.15am Mass in the parish
centre. Tea/coffee/toast will be available for a small charge.
THIS BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY (and is not restricted to those
who attend the 11.15 Mass. Once a month cakes will be
available. Donations requested for cake mix, eggs, sugar……
Monthly Raffle Thank you for the donation of the first prize
which was brought to the meeting. A raffle to take place on the
last Sunday of every month beginning in October. Tickets
available at every Mass.
Foreign Currency If anyone has been abroad this summer
and have any money over they may wish to consider donating
it to the restoration fund. But PLEASE notes only; Banks don’t
take coins.
In addition the following ideas will be put into place in due
course: Collection boxes for parishioners to keep at home (like
the red Mission Boxes); Sponsored Walk (someone has offered
to walk from Southport!); Go Fund Me (internet funding site);
Barclays Bank (Matched funding); Gift Aid appeal.
•

The collection box at the back of church has been in
place for 15 weeks and so far has raised £710.26p.

•

Thank you to the Knights of St Columba who have
made a donation of £100 to the Restoration Fund.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
IS GOD UP TO SCRATCH?
You have to laugh at the woman who prayed
to St Anthony whenever she lost anything. She
couldn’t find her car keys and kept asking St
Anthony for his help, becoming more and more
frustrated while they were still missing. She
began to get annoyed with St Anthony until she
eventually found the keys and then said to him,
“Oh, never mind. I’ve found them now!”
They do say that the best way to make God
laugh is to tell him your plans. There’s nothing
wrong with having plans, of course, but
sometimes God has a very different knowledge
of how our life is going to turn out. God doesn’t
think like us and his ways are vastly different from
ours. Isaiah tells us that the gap between our way
of thinking and God’s is greater than the gap
between heaven and earth. And Jesus puts
the finishing touch to this by his story of a
landowner who paid everyone the same
wage no matter how many hours a day
they had worked. Why should people be
jealous just because God is generous?
One of the hardest things for many Christians
to understand is that no matter how much we try,
we never even come close to knowing how God
works. What seems fair to us, God ignores. What
seems to be the obvious choice is overlooked,
what appears to be the only solution is
bypassed by God.
This side to God’s character is known as his
transcendence. It’s the “otherness” of God, the
fact that God is unfathomable, that we can’t ever
capture his vital statistics (or even “hers” if
we’re being honest).
When we stop trying to think that we can
control things in this world by enlisting God on
our side, then we begin to learn. Once we accept
how little we know about God’s ways then we’re
really on the road to approaching him. Once we
reach the point where we simply invite God into
our lives and ask him to act for the good, with no
conditions attached, then we have a chance of
allowing the Spirit to make us holy. God is greater
than anything we can imagine or conjure up,
and once we grasp this then as well as some
mystifying events in our lives there are also
a few very pleasant surprises along the way.
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This Wednesday Please note earlier time of Mass - 9.30am, just for

MASSES AND SERVICES

this week.

In Church this week
•
Requiem Masses on Monday, Tuesday &
Thursday. These will replace the usual Mass
times.
•
PLEASE NOTE: Earlier Mass time on
Wednesday of 9.30am

Praying with the Dying: THIS TUESDAY 26th September, St
Patrick 7.30 One of the most important ministries of the priest is to
pray with the dying and administer the Sacraments to them. Sadly,
these days a priest is not always available. Fr Peter Fleetwood, chaplain
Aintree Hospital and also to the Maryton Carmel (Allerton) will offer
some suggestions for families at this most important time.

OLMC Flowers Come and put into practice your creative impulse and
help to arrange the flowers in OLMC. Don’t know anything about it? —–
—no problem! You can learn on the job. And remember—it is not
gender specific!!
It would be good to get a few people (perhaps 4) who would be willing
to take turns to buy (money provided) and arrange them so that it
would involve taking responsibility just once a month.

Passing on the Faith to Our Children The diocese has produced
some very attractive material which aims to help parents in this vitally
important area. Samples are available for inspection at the back of
OLMC church, including details of how to obtain these booklets.

Ten Tops Tips for supporting people with dementia Some months
ago several parishioners went on a course at LACE on the importance of
being a Dementia Friendly Church, stressing the importance of all
parishioners being aware of the current situation.
The Archdiocese has now published a pocket sized leaflet giving advice
on how we can best support people who have this condition. There are
a lot of copies at the back of church, take as many as you might need for
your family and friends.

Liverpool History Course—St Patrick’s Each Monday evening
For the next 4 weeks. 7-9 pm St Patrick's meeting room rear of the
Church. Refreshments provided.

Called Beyond This is a new initiative developed by the National
Office for Vocations. It is an opportunity for all Catholics to celebrate
Vocation, the call of Christ in all our lives. This Pastoral Area has been
chosen to launch a pilot scheme which will take place in October. More
details later.

Sunday 24th September
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Paul Heron
Sun 9.45am Ian Daniel Hill
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 25th Sept
10am Requiem: Bryan Smedley

OLMC

Tuesday 26th Sept
12 noon Requiem Marie Teresa Breen
7pm NO MASS

St Patrick
OLMC

Wednesday 27th Sept
9.30am NB Earlier Time
Sr Vilma Profession

St Patrick

Thursday 28th Sept
12noon Requiem: Joan Walsh

OLMC

Friday 29th Sept
Saints Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Archangels
10am Bridie Thompson
OLMC
Sunday 1st October
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Parishioners
Sun 9.45am Alice & Gerard McDonough
Sun 11.15am Yeoman Heague

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Nugent Care: A Seed of Love Cathedral
Next Sunday 1st October. A celebration Mass for and
with people living with disability. Main celebrant
Archbishop Malcolm McMahon See notice board.

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 20th September….No

St Wilfrid’s 11th ‘Living Christ’ Retreat Friday/Saturday 6th/7th
October Holy Trinity School, Banks Road, Garston. 7.15pm to 9.30pm
Friday; 9.15am to 5.00pm Saturday. Sue Faulkner on 0151 – 427 6518 or
Stella or Maurus O’Donnell on 0151 427 3386.

Eucharistic Ministers Morning of Reflection This Saturday 30th

Collections
OLMC Sat Loose £97.69
Sun Loose £73.53
Envelopes £115.09 Total £286.31
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £160.65
OLMC Restoration Box £59.76

September 9.30-1pm at LACE.

Many thanks

John Southworth

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Joan Walsh, Marie Breen, Bryan Smedley
The sick: Ian McCafferty, Betty Christian, Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya
Matheson, Pat Smedley, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice,
Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent,
Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald
Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith
Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma
Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White,
Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and
Lucy Brown.

