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in Ordinary Time

I

f a man nurses anger
against another,
can he then demand compassion
from the Lord?
Ecclesiasticus: 28:3

One of the most difficult aspects of the gospel for many of us is the
clear statement that in order to be forgiven ourselves we must be
ready to forgive all those who have offended us. As we pray to be
forgiven, we need also to ask for the grace to pass on this
forgiveness to others.

10,000 Talents The servant in the Gospel puts a situation of
someone owing such a large sum that he could never pay it back.
Despite being let off his debt he is unable to do the same to someone
who owes a trivial amount; his punishment is severe.

This Sunday—Home Mission Sunday Retiring Collection
All Christians are called to share their faith with others. This is the
central theme of Home Mission Sunday. There are resources
available to assist people in this.
For many years the Church in England and Wales has had the
Catholic Enquiry Centre which responds to people who wish to
know more about the Faith. This now goes under a new name the
Catholic Faith Centre: There will be a retiring collection for the
work of this body. Any Catholic who wishes to know more about
the faith should also try it, it is very informative:
www.catholicfaith.org.uk.

OLMC Restoration - Fund Raising
Meeting this Thursday 21st September
at 7.30pm in OLMC Church. ALL WELCOME.
Our first meeting was in June and various ideas were put forward.
Now that the summer break is behind us we need to implement
the various ideas which people have been working on.
•

•
•

Several people have given money to the Buy a Brick scheme
even though it was only a suggestion from the last meeting.
Now that the work on the main church is complete we can
develop this further.
The Restoration Fund box is providing a steady extra
income.
Next to the box you will find some greeting cards and
envelopes. On the front of the card there is a drawing of the
OLMC Sanctuary by a local artist Louise Morgan, specially
commissioned some years ago. The inside of the card is
blank for your own greeting. Price 10p per card.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
DOUBLE STANDARDS
Most people know that the way you become
a Christian is to be baptised. Perhaps what
they don’t realise is that one of the principal
effects of baptism is forgiveness. In fact,
each time we recite the Creed we point to
this by saying, “We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins”.
Forgiveness is more than one person
saying “Oh, it’s OK; it doesn’t matter” to
the person who has offended them.
Forgiveness is about completely
accepting the person and holding
nothingat all against them.
This is too difficult for some. The best
they can come up with is a grudging
remission: “Well, I’m not going to take this
any further, but count yourself lucky.” This,
unfortunately, is not forgiveness.
Forgiveness is not simply a human act.
It is part of an act that God performed for
us in Christ, and which we share in when
we offer forgiveness. In fact, we do not offer
our forgiveness to someone;
we pass on God’s.
God is able to forgive because he never
holds grudges. Faced with someone who is
truly sorry, God knows only how to love.
But the condition of forgiveness is that we
must be prepared to treat others as God
has treated us. And the degree to which we
forgive others is the degree to which God is
able to forgive us. We cannot hold the
double standard of wanting God to treat us
in a way that we are not prepared to treat
others. Forgiving others is a precondition
for being forgiven by God.
The servant in today’s gospel wanted his
pound of flesh, and it was this that got his
debt reinstated. How could he expect to be
let off his debt if he was not prepared to
extend the same kindness to others?
As our Old Testament reading puts it,
“Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does
you, and when you pray, your sins will be
forgiven.”
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OLMC Restoration - Fund Raising Meeting this Thursday 21st

MASSES AND SERVICES

September at 7.30pm in OLMC Church. ALL WELCOME.

In Church this week
•
Thursday Earlier Mass at St Patrick—9am
•
Funeral Service for Marion Verdorn on Friday
at 1pm at OLMC.

Wanted…..
•
OLMC Readers We are always ready to welcome new readers

•

in both churches but we need more readers especially for the
5pm Saturday Mass. Please contact me if you are willing read at
this (or any) Mass.
OLMC Flowers Sheila Keely, who has arranged the flowers in
OLMC church for the past 16 years has had to step down due to
family and other commitments. We thank her for her valiant
work for so many years and those who have helped her.
Currently we have no one doing the flower arrangements on the
altar. Anyone prepared take on this valuable ministry please
contact me. Any willing volunteer may wish to go on an
Introduction to Flower Arranging Course in the Adult Learning
Centre, Park Road: Taster day....9.30 Thursday 21st September and
then a 5 week course, 9.30 Thursday 28th September. Each session
lasts two and half hours. Any cost will be covered by the parish.

Sunday 17th September
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Parishioners
Sun 9.45am Maureen Allan
Sun 11.15am Leonard Marnell

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 18th Sept
9am Joe McNamara

OLMC

Tuesday 19th Sept
7pm Richard & Agnes Johnson

OLMC

Wednesday 20th Sept
Korean Martyrs
10am JD (Sick)

St Patrick

Thursday 21st Sept
Feast of St Matthew
NB Earlier Time 9am Mr & Mrs Weston

St Patrick

Praying with the Dying: Tuesday 26th September, St Patrick 7.30

Friday 22nd Sept
10am Jane Coffee
1pm Funeral Service: Marion Verdorn

OLMC
OLMC

One of the most important ministries of the priest is to pray with the
dying and administer the Sacraments to them. Sadly, these days a priest
is not always available. Fr Peter Fleetwood, chaplain to Carmel and also
Aintree Hospital will offer some suggestions for families at this most
important time.

Sunday 24th September
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Paul Heron
Sun 9.45am Ian Daniel Hill
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

Liverpool History Course—St Patrick’s About 10 people
attended the first meeting last Monday. The course will continue for
another 5 weeks exploring the City of Liverpool from 11th Century to
present day. Each Monday evening 7-9 pm St Patrick's meeting room
rear of the Church. Refreshments provided.

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Called Beyond This is a new initiative developed by the National
Office for Vocations. It is an opportunity for all Catholics to celebrate
Vocation, the call of Christ in all our lives. This Pastoral Area has been
chosen to launch a pilot scheme which will take place in October of this
year. More details later.

Meetings for Divorced and Separated Catholics The autumn
2017 series starts on 20th September in Aigburth. There are six meetings
which run on Wednesday evenings from 7.30 to 9pm. Topics and
discussions include practical and emotional issues with information and
advice on sources of help, rebuilding lives,, the impact on children,
general legal issues, annulment and reassurance about the position of
divorced Catholics in the Church. For more details see the posters on
the notice board or call Frances Trotman on 727 2195.

St Wilfrid’s 11th ‘Living Christ’ Retreat Friday/Saturday 6th/7th
October Holy Trinity School, Banks Road, Garston. 7.15pm to 9.30pm
Friday; 9.15am to 5.00pm Saturday. Sue Faulkner on 0151 – 427 6518 or
Stella or Maurus O’Donnell on 0151 427 3386.
John Southworth

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 13th September….No 27
Collections
OLMC Sat Loose £94.35
Sun Loose £58.73
Envelopes £136.10 Total £289.18
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £170.33
OLMC Restoration Box £ 61.93

Many thanks

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Marie Breen, Marion Verdorn, Bryan Smedley
The sick: Betty Christian, Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat
Smedley, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran,
Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts,
Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius
Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden,
Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring,
Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas
Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy
Brown.

