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I

f your brother
does something wrong,
go and have it out with him alone,
between your two selves.
Matthew 18:15

For the past few weeks in the Sunday Gospels we have seen
Jesus speaking with his apostles about personal matters (who do
you say I am?). Now we jump a chapter (the one which begins
with the Transfiguration—we had that a few weeks ago) when
he deals with how we should treat each other.
This is echoed in the first reading from the prophet Ezekiel. It
reads as a very fierce admonition from the prophet ‘Wicked
wretch you are to die’ but it boils down to good common sense.
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Pointing things out when someone does something wrong is not
intended as a snoop’s charter. It ought to come from the heart,
from a person who cares so much for the other that they don’t
want them to damage themselves. And by the same token, we
ought to be pleased when others try to stop us from ruining our
own lives because they love us.
St Paul tells us today that we should avoid
getting into debt, except the debt of mutual
love. And he goes on to say that love is the
benchmark of our faith, for love is the one
thing that cannot hurt our neighbour. That’s
why it’s the answer to every one of the
commandments.

With You Always
The new school year is about to begin
and we need to identify all the children
who will be making their first Holy
Communion this year.
Parents of children in our own schools (St
Finbar, Holy Family and St Patrick) will be contacted directly
by letter. Parents of children in other schools should contact
me directly so that we can put their children into the
preparation programme which will consist of:
•
Initial meeting with parents explaining their
involvement in the programme and their duties.
•
Preparation sessions starting in late October,
continuing in the new year and ending after Easter.
•
Regular attendance at Mass.
If you know any family with children in other schools who
might not read this newsletter then please let them know
about it.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
LIVE AND LET LIVE?
We’re treading on ice with today’s scripture
readings. God tells Ezekiel that he’s appointing him
as sentry to Israel. Ezekiel’s job is to warn people
when he sees that they are behaving badly. And
Jesus hands on that task to us. “If your brother
does something wrong then go and have it out
with him”, he says.
For many of us this goes against the grain. We’ve
been brought up to mind our own business, to leave
others to get in and out of their own mess and to
keep our noses out. One of the refrains in our
modern society is “Live and let live”, and this
seems at odds with what the bible
asks us to do.
Of course, it all depends on our motives.
When we see something that is clearly wrong
we can get on our high horse, as if we are perfect,
and we can enjoy launching into the person who is
responsible for it. Usually we get a good deal of
pleasure out of this, partly because we see
something of ourselves in the person
we are condemning, and having a go at
them is a way of exorcising the ghost
from our own hearts.
On the other hand, condoning wrongful
behaviour, from wherever it comes, is not an
option. We have to be sensitive to the person
involved; we have to understand the circumstances
they find themselves in and seek for the reasons
behind their actions. But we cannot remain silent
and pretend what they are doing is right.
The gospel values which we hold are public
and communal, and we have to ensure that we
never cease to find fresh ways of letting the world
know what they are and why they are important to
us. If we were on the verge of destroying ourselves
by some unhelpful course of action, then we would
probably be grateful in the long term for someone
who didn’t just go along with what we were doing
but pointed out the dangers to us. In the same way
we owe it to others to warn them when we can see
they are harming themselves.
The problem with live and let live
is that is usually ends up as
live and let die.
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Next Sunday—Home Mission Sunday Retiring Collection
Anyone enquiring about the Catholic Faith has a number of resources.
For many years the Church in England and Wales has had the Catholic
Enquiry Centre which responds to people who wish to know more
about the Faith. This now goes under a new name the Catholic Faith
Centre: There will be a retiring collection next week for the work of this
body. Any Catholic who wishes to know more about the faith should
also try it, it is very informative: www.catholicfaith.org.uk

OLMC Church Restoration The work on the church is now finished
and the scaffolding will be taken down this week. The work has survived
its first test—there was torrential rain on Friday morning and for the
first time in ages there were no leaks in the church.

Nugent Care: Two events
•

•

Living Fully ...enabling every child and adult with a disability
to encounter Jesus in the life of the Church today.
A day of study, workshops and worship exploring
how all life is a gift from God and how every
person has a valuable place in the Church.
Saturday 23rd September 2017 10am-4pm LACE
More details on the notice board.
A Seed of Love Cathedral: Sunday 1st October
A celebration Mass for and with people living with disability.
Archbishop Malcolm McMahon For more information contact
Mary Beatham 07341 864180

St Wilfrid’s 11th ‘Living Christ’ Retreat We ran our first Parish
Retreat in 2013. We have gradually extended it to include other
parishioners in our Liverpool South Pastoral Area.
•
Friday/Saturday 6th/7th October 2017 Venue: Holy Trinity
School, Banks Road, Garston
7.15pm to 9.30pm Friday; 9.15am to 5.00pm Saturday.
No transport? No problem! For further information, please telephone
Sue Faulkner on 0151 – 427 6518 or Stella or Maurus O’Donnell on 0151
427 3386.
John Southworth

The Eucharistic Prayer (continued)
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MASSES AND SERVICES
In Church this week
•
Tuesday: Requiem Mass for Mike Cairns at
12noon replaces the 7pm Mass
Sunday 10th September
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Frank Grant
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
Sun 11.15am May Ramsey

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 11th Sept
9am Jack Atkinson

OLMC

Tuesday 12th Sept
12
Requiem: Mike Cairns
7pm NO MASS

OLMC
OLMC

Wednesday 13th Sept
10am David 7 Mil Jones & Fam

St Patrick

Thursday 14th Sept
Exaltation of the Holy Cross
10am Paddy & Joan Jones & Fam

St Patrick

Friday 15th Sept
Our Lady of Sorrows
10am Carl Dillon

OLMC

Sunday 17th September
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Parishioners
Sun 9.45am Maureen Allan
Sun 11.15am Leonard Marnell

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Finally, two parts which are very familiar:
Institution Narrative: More familiarly known as the Consecration. It

tells the story and recalls the action of Jesus at the Last Supper when he took
the bread and wine, blessed and broke it and then gave it to his disciples to
eat and drink. In fact, those four things are precisely what we are doing at the
eucharist (taking, blessing, breaking and eating/drinking) in obedience to
Jesus’ command. We do this is memory of him to make him really present.

Doxology: A solemn statement of praise and thanksgiving to the glory of

God that is sung by the priest at the conclusion of the Eucharistic Prayer
“Through him, with him, in him…”. This is answered by the Great Amen that
the congregation sings as its assent to all that has been said and done in its
name during the Eucharistic Prayer.

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 26th July….No 38
Collections
OLMC Sat Loose £77.32
Sun Loose £49.68
Envelopes £123.37 Total £250.37
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £168.65
OLMC Restoration Box £ 70.02

Many thanks

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Michael Cairns
The sick: Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian Smedley,
Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa
Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex
Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer,
Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen
Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and
Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John
Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy Brown.

