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et behind me, Satan!
You are an obstacle in my path
because the way you think
is not God's way
but man's.'

FAITH IN FOCUS:
BETTER THAN LIFE ITSELF?

Matthew 16:23

Today’s Gospel gives us some very harsh words from Jesus! He is
speaking not to Satan but to Peter! In last week’s Gospel Jesus
asked his apostles who did they think he was. Peter responded
by saying that he was ‘The Christ, the son of the living God.’
Jesus then told Peter that he would be the rock on which his
Church would be built.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Patrick

This week’s Gospel continues that passage and Jesus tells his
apostles that he must suffer and die. Jesus knew that he was
going to suffer and probably die for teaching what the Father had
told him to say. “Heaven preserve you...this mustn’t happen to
you,” said Peter. It shows how little he had taken in what Jesus was
saying.
Take up your cross
Jesus goes on to say that anyone who follows him
must take up their cross daily. If we keep quiet
about our faith, if we consider it a private matter,
then we probably won’t be troubled with much of
a cross.
However, if we believe passionately that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God, and if that belief shines from all our actions and our words,
then we’re probably heading for a bumpy ride in a society where it
is fashionable to pooh-pooh religious belief in favour of an
enlightened humanism. So the degree to which we take a knock for
our faith is probably the degree to which we are seen to be
proclaiming it.

Thank you
from Fr James Wangai
I would like to offer my sincere thanks to all parishioners of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St Patrick for the welcome
shown to me on my arrival in Liverpool and for the kindness
they have shown to me in my month here.
My time here has helped me in my ministry, both in my growth
in pastoral experience and enabling me to taste the joys of
priesthood in a different way.
In Rome I am studying Ongoing Formation for priests—all
priests continue learning long after their ordination to the
priesthood. Thank you to everyone who has helped me in my
personal formation during these last few weeks.

Psalm 62, used in our liturgy today, is a prayer of
a person who desperately longs to know God and
to feel God’s presence in their lives. In fact, without
God they feel like dry, weary, waterless soil. And
although they don’t always feel God close to
them they sit and gaze at the sanctuary
to sense God’s strength and glory.
We have so many distractions in our lives. Many
of them are necessary: we have to work in order to
be able to live; our lives with each other inevitably
throw up problems and difficulties; and in all the
process of getting and having we can end up
missing the real point of why we’re here on
earth. But it doesn’t matter how much we are
considered successful by others, in our heart of
hearts we know that we will always feel empty if we
have not found a place for God in our lives.
Jeremiah says as much in our first reading. God is
so important to him that he experiences a fire in
his belly that he must tell people about even
though he suffers ridicule. And Jesus goes even
further in the gospel today. What’s the point of
possessing the whole world, money, riches, status,
power, if it means that you never enjoy the real
purpose of life? He reminds us that the only way to
enjoy life to the full is to renounce self, to put aside
selfish interest, in order to follow him. In other
words, if we let anything get between us and God
then we become cut off from what can really
satisfy our needs.
One of the lines of psalm 62 is quite extraordinary.
It simply says, “Your love is better than life”. Better
than life? The psalmist is saying that if our life is
not centred on what is really important then it’s not
worth having. If we have found God then we realise
that our lives are very short indeed yet the only
thing that ultimately matters is that we possess
God for eternity.
The temptation is to live only half a life, to conform
to what our world tells us living is really about. Yet
with all its superficial glitter and gloss we know
that this sort of shimmering existence can never
meet our real needs and aspirations. And those
who have found God’s love have no need of this
tinsel. For, as the psalmist says, “Your love is
better than life.” Makes you think, doesn’t it?
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Cardinal Cormac Murphy O’Connor

MASSES AND SERVICES

The former Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster died last Friday after
a short illness. Archbishop McMahon has issued this statement:

In Church this week
•
All Masses at their usual time each day

It was with great sadness that I heard of the death of Cardinal
Cormac Murphy -O’Connor this afternoon. I will remember him
for his humanity, his sense of humour and for the great care
which he showed to his brother bishops, priests, the people he
served and all whom he met.
He was always approachable, willing to give his time to listen to
anyone and to offer any help he could. We will miss him greatly
here in Liverpool as he was a frequent visitor to our archdiocese
sharing in many of our celebrations.
He was a holy and spiritual man who I am sure will now be
praying for us all in the presence of his Lord.
May he rest in peace

OLMC Church Restoration
The work on the church is now finished and the scaffolding will be
taken down after the architect has inspected the work this Thursday.
The next major project will be on the roof of the porch. and after that
the decoration of the church.
Fund Raising Thank you for the regular contributions in the box at
the back of church. More fund raising events to come!

Thank you At the beginning of August Sister Michela Pirra wrote to
us thanking parishioners for the sum of £438.23 which parishioners
gave for the Comboni Missionaries for the appeal she made in June.
Sister Michela apologises for her delay in thanking parishioners but
explained that she has been on her annual retreat and holiday.

SVP Collection Monthly collection this weekend.

Sunday 3rd September
22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Carol & Robert Woodruff
Sun 9.45am Frances Ellison
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 4th Sept
9am Anne Dawe

OLMC

Tuesday 5th Sept
7pm Maria Kellett

OLMC

Wednesday 6th Sept
10am Michael & CatherineJones & Family

St Patrick

Thursday 7th Sept
10am Teddy & Mary Jones & Family

St Patrick

Friday 8th Sept
Feast of the Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary
10am Frances Cromby
OLMC
Sunday 10th September
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Frank Grant
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
Sun 11.15am May Ramsey

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Forthcoming events
Praying with the Dying: Tuesday 26th September, St Patrick 7.30pm.
John Southworth

The Eucharistic Prayer (continued)

No 6

Offering: Although most people talk about the “offertory” as being

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

the part of the service when the bread and wine are brought up and
put on the altar, this is more properly known as the Preparation of
the Gifts. In fact the actual offering takes place within the Eucharistic
Prayer (“we offer you this life-giving bread, this saving cup”), just as
we ourselves make an offering of our lives here so that they too may
be transformed.

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick

Intercessions: In our bidding prayers we pray for our needs and the

Collections

needs of the church or society. The Eucharistic Prayer also contains
such prayers. At various points within the prayer we pray directly to
God for our own needs, for the living and the dead, conscious that this
prayer is being made in communion with the whole Church and is
being offered for all those who share our faith in Christ.

OLMC Sat Loose £98.16
Sun Loose £86.61
Envelopes £134.70 Total £319.47
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £146.37

The bonus ball for Wednesday 26th July….No 38

OLMC Restoration Box £ 70.02

Many thanks

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Michael Cairns
The sick: Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian Smedley, Rene
Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw,
Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski,
Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria
Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny,
Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny
Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson,
Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy Brown.

