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I

will make foreigners
joyful in my house of prayer.
Their holocausts and sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,
for my house will be called
a house of prayer
for all the peoples.
Isaiah 56:6-7

The bible constantly reminds us that God wants all people to
know him, to love him and to be saved for everlasting life.
And although we may have fixed ideas on the sort of people
who live acceptable lives, God often views things differently
because he sees beyond the obvious and the external.
The reading today are very topical. Some say that we are
becoming a very intolerant society and the question of
immigration antagonises some groups in our country. The
point is that the Church has no borders.

Isaiah
Today’s readings give us a good
example of how God expects us to
treat all people as exemplified in the
quotation above . What is important is
to:
Have a care for justice, act with
integrity, for soon my salvation will
come and my integrity be manifest.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
FOREIGNERS?
When we first start to read the pages of the bible
we get the impression that God is dealing simply with
the Hebrew nation. The early accounts tell us about
the history of the Jews and how they were God’s
promised people, living in a land given them when
they were led from slavery. Not many other
nations get much of a good press.
But the middle section of the Book of Isaiah,
written much later by a distant pupil of the original
prophet, (and sometimes called Deutero or Second
Isaiah) starts to show a realisation that God has other
plans. And in today’s first reading we hear very plainly
that foreigners will be able to offer acceptable
sacrifices to the Lord. This was revolutionary
and revolting to some Jewish ears.
The idea that God does not limit his promises to
just certain categories of people is known as
Universalism and we see it once more today when
Jesus speaks to the Canaanite woman. It’s not where
she comes from that matters, her nationality is
irrelevant. Jesus praises her for the quality of
her faith and then he cures her daughter.
Nowhere in scripture can we find any evidence of
God turning his back on someone just because they
didn’t fit the bill. There is no support for a God who
leaves people wanting when they call on him in good
faith. In fact God exudes inclusiveness. God is a
gatherer rather than a scatterer, an integrator
rather than an excluder.

St Matthew’s Gospel
In the Gospel Jesus has travelled to the region of Tyre and
Sidon, now in Lebanon but then in the Roman province of
Syria. He speaks to a woman from Canaan. It could be
interpreted that he speaks to her in a disparaging way; some
might interpret it as racist! But as a woman and foreigner she
was doubly ‘unclean’ to a Jewish man, so Jesus is breaking
the rules, as usual, by even talking to her.
Furthermore the context shows that Jesus is having a friendly
and humorous conversation with this woman and she gives as
good as she gets. Her request that Jesus heals her daughter is
granted because she shows that she has faith. Matthew’s
Gospel was written with a Jewish readership in mind. He was
writing at a time when there was tension between Jews and
Gentiles in the early Christian community. Matthew is making
a very deliberate point that God does not observe any
religious or racial borders.

On Sundays we profess our faith during the Creed
in a Church that is one, holy, catholic and apostolic.
We may be a migrant community; we may be a settled
suburban group worshipping in a parish that has
been established for years and years; we may be
multi-racial; we may be all one colour
or a rainbow of faces.
But what unites us is that we are baptised
members of a “catholic” Church. And catholic means
nothing more than universal. The opposite of catholic
is not Protestant. The opposite of catholic is exclusive.
So if we’re ever tempted to feel that our congregations
are becoming too varied, or to hive ourselves off into
some sort of sub-group then we have lost
a grip on our catholicity.
I want “foreigners” to come and place their gift on
the altar, says God through Isaiah today.
And, of course, we are somebody
else’s foreigner!
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OLMC Church Restoration
The work is on time and is expected to be finished during the middle
of August.

Nugent Care: A Seed of Love…...
Sunday 1st October 2017 at 3pm.
The Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King.
Celebrant: Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP
A celebration mass for and with people living with a disability.
The theme of the mass is based on the reading from Mark 4: 1-9, about
the Sower and the Seed. The seed is God’s love that is planted in our
hearts, like the seed in different soils, the seed that got taken away by
the birds, the rocky soil in which the seed could not grow, the thorns
that choked the seed and the seed that fell in good soil and produced
an abundant crop.
If you would like more information please contact Mary Beatham:
079341864180 or email: mary.beatham@nugentcare.org.
All Welcome.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Centre
Sunday night from 6pm -DJ, karaoke, quiz and bingo.
Monday night - Quiz Night ‘Play Your Cards Right’ 9pm
Thursday night 8pm-9pm - Bingo

In Church this week
• Requiem on Tuesday replaces the evening Mass.
• Funeral Service on Friday in OLMC
• No Mass on Friday
Sunday 20th August
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Parishioners
Sun 9.45am Rev. M O’Healy
Sun 11.15am Patricia Foley

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 21st August St Pius X, Pope
9am Joe O’Toole

OLMC

Tuesday 22nd August The Queenship of Mary
12noon Requiem: Michael Joseph Pollard St Patrick
Wednesday 23rd August
10am Canon Hugh Dawber
12noon Funeral Service: Alfred Leech

St Patrick
OLMC

Thursday 24th August St Bartholemew
10am Joseph Watts
12noon Funeral Service: Teresa Baxter

St Patrick
St Patrick

Friday 25th August
11.30am Requiem: Margaret Rose Rambles St Patrick

All Welcome

The Eucharistic Prayer

MASSES AND SERVICES

No 4

Over the next few weeks there will be a series of pieces about the
central prayer of the Mass.
Most of the Eucharistic Prayer is said by the priest alone. However at
key points the congregation is invited to join in.
Acclamations: There are three main acclamations that occur
throughout the usual Eucharistic Prayers. They come as the response
of the assembled people to what has just been proclaimed by the
priest.
•
The Sanctus (or Holy, Holy, Holy) acclamation is sung by the
congregation as a sign of assent to the Preface. It
acknowledges God’s holiness and echoes the song of the
angels that is found in Isaiah 6:2-3.
•
The second acclamation, usually known as the Memorial
acclamation, proclaims the Paschal Mystery whereby Christ
died and rose for us. In some prayers, particularly those for
use with children, there are further such acclamations to be
sung throughout the prayer.
•
The Great Amen is the final acclamation sung by the
congregation and comes as the climax of assent to all that has
been said and done in the prayer.
The Church stresses that in all Masses that have singing these three
should always be sung.

Sunday 27thAugust
21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Parishioners
Sun 9.45am Jimmy Dyson
Sun 11.15am Breda Hughes

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 16th August ….No 54
Collections
OLMC Sat Loose £ Sun Loose £
Envelopes £Total £
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £
OLMC Restoration Box £

Many thanks

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Michael Pollard, Alfred Leech, Teresa Baxter. Margaret Rose Rambles.
The sick: Ian McCafferty, Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian
Smedley, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran,
Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Tony Jones, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent,
Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald
Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith
Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma
Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White,
Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and
Lucy Brown.

