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hen Elijah heard the sound
of the gentle breeze,
he covered his face with his cloak.
I Kings 19:13

When you get up tomorrow make a mental note to try and
count how many times during the day you are reminded of God
by some person or situation. You’ll be surprised how many
times it happens, and even more amazed by how God uses the
most unexpected people and circumstances in order to
communicate with us.
In the Gospel the Apostles recognised the presence of God in
Jesus when they saw him walking on the water. Peter was
keen to join him but lost his nerve, and his faith in Jesus, when
he realised what he had actually done: ‘Man of little faith, why
did you doubt’.

This Tuesday

Feast of the
Assumption
of Our Lady
One of the few Holyday not transferred to the Sunday.
The feast of the Assumption celebrates two Marian features:
the departure of Mary from this life and the assumption of
her body into heaven. At the end of her life on earth Mary
was assumed, body and soul, into the glory of the angels and
saints. She was taken up into heaven by God.
This feast has been celebrated in the Church since the early
centuries but it was only last century that the Church sought
to define it formally “ex cathedra” (as a dogma). In 1950,
Pope Pius XII declared that Mary “after the completion of her
earthly life...was assumed body and soul into the glory of
Heaven”. Her body was not allowed to become corrupt or to
remain in a tomb.
In the early Christian centuries relics of saints and martyrs
were jealously guarded and highly prized. Many cities claim
the mortal remains of saints, both famous and little known.
But, despite the temptation, there are no records of Mary’s
bodily remains being venerated anywhere on this earth. This
too points to the ancient foundation of belief in her
Assumption.

MASSES on Tuesday
9am St Patrick

7pm OLMC

FAITH IN FOCUS:
TAKING THE RISK
Just imagine having an appointment with God.
Elijah had one. He was told to go and stand on a
mountain and God would pass by. How would he
know it was God? Surely it would be obvious;
you’d hardly be able to miss God’s arrival! So when
the mighty wind blew up a gale, this must be God.
Not quite! Then a rumbling earthquake. No such
luck! Finally a huge crackling fire. Still nothing!
Surely this gentle breeze can’t be God? But it was,
and Elijah covered his face with his cloak.
It’s amazing what creatures of habit we allow
ourselves to become. We get into a rut and feel
quite comfortable there. And this is never as true
as with the way we relate to God. We tend to
pigeonhole God to fit into our way of thinking and
we’re slow to see God at work when it doesn’t
seem to fit our pattern. Maybe that’s why religious
people are often caricatured as narrow-minded
and blinkered, as conservatives who
don’t want things to change.
But, as Elijah found out, God is not
predictable. God is not inviting us to a boring
routine of religion, but to an adventure in faith, a
challenge to the way we live. And just as Elijah
presumed he knew what God would be like,
so too we have grown used to not expecting
God to ask much of us.
In today’s gospel Peter thought Jesus was just
a ghost and he demanded proof before accepting
that it was really his Master on the sea. But in order
to find out, Peter had to take the terrifying step of
trying to walk on water. Only if he was prepared to
trust in something bigger than himself
could he stay afloat.
If our religion becomes as comfortable as an old
pair of favourite slippers then we can be sure we’re
missing out on God’s challenge to us. Faith is
dynamic and God’s call is vibrant and energetic.
God always asks us to take that step into
uncertainty, to go beyond where we’d naturally
settle down, and if we stay within our own comfort
zone then we’re not where God is asking us to go.
Our liturgy today invites us to look around
and see whether we’re not missing out on a much
bigger adventure than we’re used to. We may
find it a challenge but that’s what God’s
put us here for!
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OLMC Church Restoration
The work is on time and is expected to be finished during the middle
of August.

MASSES AND SERVICES
In Church this week
N.b Changes to Mass times on Wednesday and Friday

Meetings for Divorced and Separated Catholics
The autumn 2017 series starts on 20th September in Aigburth.
There are six meetings which run on Wednesday evenings from
7.30 to 9pm. Topics and discussions include practical and emotional
issues with information and advice on sources of help, rebuilding
lives,, the impact on children, general legal issues, annulment and
reassurance about the position of divorced Catholics in the Church.
For more details see the posters on the notice board or call Frances
Trotman on 727 2195.

Forward Planning: Praying with the Dying
Tuesday 26th September at St Patrick’s
One of the most important ministries of the priest is to pray with
the dying and administer the Sacraments to them. Sadly, these
days a priest is not always available. Fr Peter Fleetwood, chaplain
to Carmel and also Aintree Hospital will offer some suggestions for
families at this most important time.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish Centre
Sunday night from 6pm -DJ, karaoke, quiz and bingo.
Monday night - Quiz Night ‘Play Your Cards Right’ 9pm
Thursday night 8pm-9pm - Bingo

Sunday 13th August
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Rosemary Woodall (Sick)
OLMC
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
St Patrick
Sun 11.15am Iain Ruaridm MacDougall
OLMC
Monday 14th August Maximillian Kolbe
9am Patsy Walls

OLMC

Tuesday 15th August
Solemnity of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
9am Mary Yates
7pm Eddie McCormack

St Patrick
OLMC

Wednesday 16th August
Requiem
12 noon John Anthony Doyle

OLMC

Thursday 17th August
10am Rev D O’Dwyer

St Patrick

Friday 18th August
Mo Mass

OLMC

Sunday 20th August
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Parishioners
Sun 9.45am Rev M O’Healy
Sun 11.15am Patricia Foley

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

All Welcome

The Eucharistic Prayer

No 3

Over the next few weeks there will be a series of pieces about the
central prayer of the Mass.
Eucharistic Prayers (EP) have a number of standard ingredients that
are arranged in different orders according to the individual prayer
itself.
The first part of the EP is:

The Preface: This starts with the familiar ‘The Lord be with you/ Lift
up your hearts…..’ It is a dialogue between priest and people who are
invited to lift their hearts up to God, in praise and thanksgiving.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

The preface usually recalls the goodness of God in creating us and in
redeeming us in Jesus Christ. If a preface relates to a season, like
Advent or Easter, then the reasons for praising God differ slightly as
we remember the promise of a Messiah or the fulfilment of God’s
promises through the resurrection. Similarly, if we are celebrating
the feast of a saint then further reasons for praising God are given.

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick

The Preface is also the only part of the EP for which the congregation
stands although in some parts of the world and in some communities
it is customary to stand for the whole EP.

St Patrick N/A

The bonus ball for Wednesday 9th August….No 44
Collections
OLMC N/A

OLMC Restoration Box

Many thanks

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: John Anthony Doyle, Kim Price Parry, Henry John Hubbard, and Michael Joseph Pollard.
The sick: Ian McCafferty, Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian
Smedley, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran,
Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Tony Jones, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent,
Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald
Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith
Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma
Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White,
Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and
Lucy Brown.

