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I

give you a heart
wise and shrewd
as none before you has had
and none will have after you.
(I Kings 3:12)

If you could have anything in the world
what would you choose? In the first
reading the angel of the Lord appeared to
Solomon to offer him anything he wanted;
Solomon asked that he be a good and wise
king. Knowing that he was young and
unskilled in government, he asked God to
make him into a really good king for his
people.
Jesus tells us that the really wise and shrewd person would try
and find the kingdom of heaven on earth. Where would you
begin looking?

The Kingdom of God is like……
•
A pearl of great price
Jesus knew only too well that people set their priorities in all
sorts of different directions. Yet he tells them that if they were
really wise they would forget about all the trivialities of life and
seek to live in the kingdom of God.
To know the importance of this is to possess a pearl of
great price. A pearl of such price, he says, that we ought to be
prepared to lose everything else in order to possess it.
•

Treasure hidden in a field

•
A dragnet cast into the sea…
Besides dragging from the water things of value, there will be a
lot of rubbish as well. This makes the same point as last week’s
parable; the sower who sowed good seed in his field but an
enemy sowed darnel, thus tainting the good.

The parable ends by saying that the kingdom of God is like
•
A householder who brings out from his storeroom...
…..things both new and old.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
WHAT MAKES YOU TICK?
What makes a person tick? What is it that
determines their lifestyle, their choices and their
ultimate goals? What’s the treasure, the pearl of
great value that they are searching for?
For some people it’s about their status.
They want to feel valued by their friends, to be
respected in their local community and admired in
their workplace. They will do anything to be one of
the lads or one of the girls, will secretly long for
public recognition such as an MBE or the
employee of the year award.
Others seem to set their sights on money.
In fact they end up feeling that because they
have more money than others then they must be
somehow better than them. Those who don’t have
the money spend their time working to accumulate
it or hoping that the lottery will one day bless them
and admit them into the courts of the wealthy.
Living for pleasure and leisure gets to some
people. A top of the range car, a cellar full of the
finest vintage, a house in its own grounds with
electronic security, a wardrobe stuffed with
designer labels and a luxury yacht on which to
take your annual cruise.
Skin deep is about as far as it goes for some
people’s treasure. For them it’s all to do with
outward appearances. Their prize possession is
their gym pass, not for health reasons but so that
they will look good to others. Lifts and tucks are
the things of their dreams, and liposuction
is their faithful friend.
All of these things come and go. If your reputation
were ruined would it kill you? If you didn’t have a
healthy bank balance would it mean you were a
failure? If you were to live a simple uncomplicated
lifestyle would it mean you were deprived? And if
you had a face like a bag of spanners would it
make you any less lovable?
Jesus told the crowds in today’s gospel that when
you come across the kingdom of heaven on earth
you’ll really know you’ve found it. You won’t be
interested in all these other things because they
will pale into significance compared with this
pearl, and you’ll be prepared to give up everything
to possess it.
If you found this pearl of great price,
what would you have to sell to buy it?
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Children’s Summer Project - Missionaries of Charity
Begins tomorrow - Monday at St Patrick’s Church
•
31st July—15th August
•
Monday to Friday 2-5pm.
•
Ages from 5-12.
Please contact Sister Aniela: 0151 707 0628.

OLMC Church Restoration The work is on time and is expected
to be finished during the middle of August.
Fund Raising Thank you to all those who have given donations for
bricks—more details later when we will resume fund raising in earnest
in September.

Fr Pat Harnett It was fitting that Fr Pat ended his life in Mersey
Parks, in the area where he had begun his Liverpool ministry over 50
years earlier. In October 1961 Fr Pat took up residence in St Patrick’s
Presbytery and, at Archbishop Heenan’s invitation began what was to
become the Archdiocesan Youth Service based in Evesham House in
Aigburth. Fr Pat's youth service ministry was to span twenty-eight years.
His body will be received into St Robert Bellarmine's Church,
Bootle, for Mass this Sunday 30th July at 7.00 pm. The Requiem Mass
will be celebrated on Monday 31st July at 11.00 am, also at St Robert
Bellarmine's Church.

MASSES AND SERVICES
In Church this week
•
NO Mass on Tuesday evening
Sunday 30th July
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Parishioners
Sun 9.45am Frances Hutchinson
Sun 11.15am Nancy Burke

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 31st July St Ignatius Loyola
9am Mair Beck

OLMC

Tuesday 1st August St Alphonsus Liguori
7pm NO MASS

OLMC

Wednesday 2nd August
10am Bill Moore

St Patrick

Thursday 3rd August
10am Frank Hegarty

St Patrick

Friday 4th August St John Vianney
10am Fr D McGrath

OLMC

St Vincent’s Church Archbishop McMahon has announced that the
White Fathers will take over the responsibility of St Vincent’s Church.

Fr James Wangai Fr Wangai is a Kenyan priest currently studying
in Rome. He will be here during the month of August while I am away.
WANTED: I hope that, as in recent years, lifts can be organised to take
Fr James to and from St Patrick and OLMC both on Sundays and
weekdays. Please phone Anne at the Presbytery (0151 727 1463) to go
on the rota. Thank You.
John Southworth

What is the Eucharistic Prayer?

No 1

Most people probably know the Eucharistic Prayer as that long
prayer that comes in the middle of the Mass/Eucharist every
Sunday morning. It’s by far the longest prayer, is proclaimed by
the priest with congregational responses, and it seems to roam
over all sorts of topics. But quite what it’s all about and how it is
constructed remains largely a mystery to many people.
In fact, the Eucharistic Prayer is the central prayer of our act of
worship, the climax of our activity as Christians. As its name
suggests it is principally about praise and thanksgiving and
during this prayer we call down the Holy Spirit upon ourselves
and the bread and wine so that they may be transformed and
become for us the body and blood of Christ.
Over the next few weeks we will look at the Eucharist Prayer,
what it contains, how it is constructed and how it is central to
what we do every Sunday.

Sunday 6th August
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Rev W Gallagher
Sun 9.45am Zonia Morgan
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 26th July….No 30
Collections
OLMC Sat Loose £ 98.34 Sun Loose £77.54
Envelopes £122.05 Total £297.93
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £150.93
OLMC Restoration Box £61.75

Many thanks

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Therese Kpunsah
The sick: Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian Smedley, Rene
Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw,
Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Tony Jones, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts,
Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius
Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden,
Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring,
Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas
Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy
Brown.

