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S

ir, was it not good seed
that you sowed in your field?
If so,
where does the darnel come from?
Matthew 13:27

Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Patrick

When our television news tells us about all sorts of horrors that are
taking place in our world it can seem that evil has the upper hand. It
must have seemed like that on Good Friday afternoon. But the power of
the cross and resurrection triumphed in the end. Jesus tells us it will be
the same in our days.

Parables of the Kingdom
Last week we heard the parable of the sower. This week we hear
several other parables which together, are known as the Parables of the
Kingdom, Jesus trying to give us a glimpse of what the Kingdom of God
is like, what is can be compared to. This Sunday’s parables are:
•
•
•

The darnel: weeds sowed by the enemy among the good seed.
Mustard Seed: the smallest of seed yet grows into a
large tree to provide shelter for the birds.
Yeast: mixed in with flour to enable it to rise.
The second two give us different
images: of growth; of potential, despite
being insignificant in size; something
unseen or unnoticed but which
transforms. The darnel reminds us that
good and evil exist side by side, but
good will always succeed in the end.

A New Cathedral 1960
Designs from the
architectural competition
for Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral
In 1960 Archbishop Heenan, the Archbishop,
launched a competition to build a Cathedral for our Time. From
around the world architects submitted designs for a new
Cathedral—299 altogether.
From tomorrow, Monday, an exhibition of them can be seen in the
main entrance to the Cathedral. It includes newly built models of
some of the entries.
The exhibition has been produced by Liverpool John Moores
University.
24th July - 3rd September 10.00am - 4.00pm daily
Admission Free.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
IS GOD ASLEEP?
People have wondered over the centuries
how it is that we call God almighty and
powerful, yet things happen in our world that
he seems powerless to do anything about.
Leaving aside sickness and disease, slavery,
Hitler and Stalin, drugs crime etc., what about
recent terrorist atrocities, political murders
and continental famine?
If we were God we’d surely be out there in
the thick of it, sorting things out and making
sure some people got their just deserts for
what they’ve been up to. But God doesn’t stir.
It’s as if he’s asleep like the farmer in
today’s gospel.
Philosophers say that God does not
intervene because this would interrupt the
laws of nature. Theologians say that God
has given us total freedom to behave in any
way we choose and this free will would be
contradicted if God kept treating us like
puppets or robots. What matters, they say,
is that we should be prepared to accept
ultimate responsibility for our actions both
sides of the grave.
The writer of the Book of Wisdom gives us
a clue. In the face of evil God watches from
afar, but he always steps in to offer people
the gift of repentance. In other words, God
is hoping that even the most sinister (and that
of course includes us) will seize the chance of
mending their ways. God is mild in judgement
and governs with lenience, Wisdom says, and
even after sin he holds out the olive branch if
only the sinner is prepared to repent.
God’s perspective is different from ours. The
kingdom of God is still at the growing stage.
God sees things over a lifetime and he judges
in eternity’s seconds. He is not a God who
nips in the bud, but one who is always
prepared to wait until the eleventh hour
- just in case.
At times this may seem frustrating to us
when we would like some sort of dramatic
intervention as God stoops to give someone
their comeuppance. But there again, when he
allows us to make slow progress in the hope
that one day we might repent, then we’re quite
glad that he seems to be sleeping.
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OLMC Church Restoration
Fund Raising The ideas which were put forward in the meeting last
month are being worked out. As the holidays approach it has been
suggested that we do not implement them at this time but begin in
September. So, thank you to all those who are planning various fund
raising projects . Anyone else who has any good ideas will be
welcomed.

St Joseph: No one has been able to throw any light on the statue of
St Joseph which has stood in the niche on the back wall for many
years; how many, no one knows!
You will notice that, although the internal scaffolding has been
removed the statue has not been returned to its rightful place, even
though the scaffolders were ready to do so. It has been decided that,
St Joseph, the Worker, will be a good focal point for our fund raising
projects. It will remain in its present place until the church is
redecorated.

Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes The pilgrimage is now
underway. You can join in the prayer themes each day with the prayers
sheets which are available at the back of Church.

Children’s Summer Project - Missionaries of Charity
St Patrick’s Church 31st July—15th August, Monday to Friday 2-5pm.
Ages from 5-12. Please contact Sister Aniela: 0151 707 0628.

Fr Pat Harnett Many of you will remember Fr Pat Harnett, who

MASSES AND SERVICES
In Church this week
•
Requiem on Thursday replaces 10am Mass.
•
Please note: Earlier Mass on Friday because of
the funeral service.
Sunday 23rd July
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Norah Lloyd (Sick)
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
Sun 11.15am Fred Keeley
Monday 24th July
9am Stephen Hill

OLMC

Tuesday 25th July
7pm Margaret Dutton

OLMC

Wednesday 26th July
10am Fr Pat Cassidy

St Patrick

Thursday 27th July
12noon Requiem: Frances Turner

St Patrick

Friday 28th July
9.15am Tony Connolly
10am Funeral Service: Simon Samson

worked in this area some years ago and who has recently been a
resident in Mersey Parks nursing home; he died last Monday.
His body will be received into St Robert Bellarmine's Church, Bootle, for
Mass on Sunday 30th July at 7.00 p.m. The Requiem Mass will be
celebrated on Monday 31st July at 11.00 a.m., also at St Robert
Bellarmine's Church. Burial will follow at the cemetery of the Sacred
Heart Fathers at Malpas.

Sunday 30th July
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Parishioners
Sun 9.45am Frances Hutchinson
Sun 11.15am Nancy Burke

Fr James Wangai Fr Wangai is a Kenyan priest currenly studying in

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm

Rome. He will be here during the month of August while I am away.
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Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

The area of Kenya where he is from is the district of Nyeri in the
central part of Kenya. It is the burial place of Lord Boden Powell, the
founder of the Scout movement. Also in this area is the Tree Top
Hotel; this is where, in 1952, the then, Princess Elizabeth was staying
when she was told the news that her Father, King George VI had died.
From that moment she became the Queen.

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick

Called Beyond This is a new initiative developed by the National

The bonus ball for Wednesday 19th July….No 42

Office for Vocations. It is an opportunity for all Catholics to celebrate
Vocation, the call of Christ in all our lives.
This Pastoral Area has been chosen to launch a pilot scheme which will
take place in October of this year. It will explore the vocation of all of
us from youth, young adults, married people as well as those called to
religious life and the priesthood. More information will be given in
due course.
John Southworth

Collections
OLMC Sat Loose £ 90.97 Sun Loose £93.08
Envelopes £128.00 Total £311.47
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £139.53
OLMC Restoration Box £45.10

Many thanks

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Simon Samson, Frances Turner, Fr Pat Harnett
The sick: Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian Smedley, Rene
Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw,
Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Tony Jones, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts,
Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius
Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden,
Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring,
Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas
Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy
Brown.

