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FAITH IN FOCUS:
SPREAD THE WORD

he word
that goes from my mouth
does not return to me empty,
without carrying out my will
and succeeding
in what it was sent to do.
Isaiah 55:11

The first reading gives us a very picturesque image
of the cycle of nature: rain and snow fall from the
sky; then, after watering the earth the water goes
into the rivers which, in turn, flow into the sea
and, through evaporation, returns to the sky. The
quotation above compares that cycle to God’s
word permeating the earth.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Patrick

We hear the Word of God at every Mass. But do
we listen to the Word of God? We need to be open to let the words
not wash over us but seep into us.

Sundays in Ordinary Time 15-17
We continue our journey through Matthew’s Gospel in these Sundays of
Year A. Today and for the next two Sundays we read chapter 13 which
gives us three famous parables:
•
•
•

The parable of the sower.
The parable of the darnel and the mustard seed.
The parable of the treasure, the pearls and the dragnet cast into
the sea.

This Sunday 16th July
Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
This Sunday is one of our parish’s patronal feasts.
As it falls on a Sunday it can only be kept in
churches dedicated to Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

The Crest
As you walk into Mount Carmel Church you will
walk over the traditional Our Lady of Mount Carmel crest. It is a
variation on the image to the right. This image is also seen on the
Lady Altar at the front right of the church.
You will find an explanation of the crest on the next page.

We all know the parable of the sower. A farmer
sows seed on his land; it falls into four different
types of soil and it produces anything from no
crops at all to a field full of harvest. Usually we
say that God is the sower, the seed is the word
of God and we are the various types of soil.
But why should we bother to read or listen to
the word of God? How can it help? Isn’t it just a
collection of old books with limited value in the
third millennium? And surely if we’re looking for
advice on how to live life today then there are
plenty of modern books in the library
or the bookshops?
We put a premium on the bible not because
it contains words about God but because it
contains the words of God. In fact, it contains
the word, the message of God. And scripture is
the place that God has chosen to reveal himself.
Using human beings as the writers of the bible’s
books God inspires them with the Holy Spirit.
So Christians believe that the bible is not
simply religious opinion or outlook; it is what
has been revealed through close faith in God
and it comes from a people living cheek by jowl
with God. So scripture is not simply one
source about God among many others;
it is the privileged place from which God
chooses to speak to us. To be ignorant of
scripture is to be ignorant of God.
And why should we bother to sow the word?
The call that God makes to us through his word
is compelling. We freely choose to accept it
but then we are impelled to tell others about it
because it is the most important ingredient in
our daily lives. God’s call infuses everything
we do and cannot be kept as a sideline to be
looked at like a stamp collection or played with
like a model train set. It is the dynamo of
our existence, what gives us hope and
provides us with direction to our lives.
If Christians don’t read and study the word of
God then they atrophy, they wither. If Christians
don’t use every means to propagate the seed of
the word then they fail to comply with the
conditions of God’s call to go out and teach all
nations. Today’s parable asks us to be both an
assiduous farmer and good soil. Without these
nothing will grow. Least of all us.
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OLMC Church Restoration

MASSES AND SERVICES

Interior Work: The internal scaffolding will be removed this week.

In Church this week

Gardens open for Charity
Family Refugee Garden Open this Sunday 11am-5pm

•
•
•

Tea and cake is available and plants will be on sale.
There is a £5 entrance charge but this gives access to all the gardens in
the area which have open days on this Sunday, including Sefton Park
Allotments , Sefton Villa, the Community Orchard and Wildlife Garden
and others. For details see the flyers at the back of the church.

Summer Project - Missionaries of Charity
For many years now the Mother Teresa Sisters have organised a
summer project for the children of the area in St Patrick’s church. This
years details are:
•
31st July—15th August, Monday to Friday 2-5pm.
Ages from 5-12.
Food and all resources will be provide so the sisters request that
children do not bring any snack s or valuables. Also, photographs of
the children will be taken during the project; if you would prefer that
your child was not included, please contact Sister Aniela.
Contact: 0151 707 0628.

Summer Supply Priest - Fr James Wangai

No Mass Monday
Wednesday Mass at the earlier time of 9.45am
Requiem on Thursday replaces 10am Mass

Sunday 16th July
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Mary Burns
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
Sun 11.15am Kathleen Hamilton

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 17th July
9am NO MASS

OLMC

Tuesday 18th July
12noon Funeral Service: Edward Bentley
7pm
Mark Willmitt

OLMC
OLMC

Wednesday 19th July
PLEASE NOTE TIME
9.45am John Heraty
St Patrick
1pm Funeral Service: Alfred Duxbury OLMC

Fr Wangai is a Kenyan priest currenly studying in Rome. He will be here
during the month of August while I am away.

Thursday 20th July
1pm Requiem: Joe McNicholas

OLMC

He was ordained in 2000 and has worked as a parish priest and a dean in
the Diocese of Nyeri for 12 years. He began his studies in Rome in 2013,
attaining a theology degree in 2016. He is currently studying for a
doctorate.
We look forward to welcoming him to Liverpool.
John Southworth

Friday 21st July
10am In Thanksgiving

OLMC

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL—Crest
•
•
•
•

Central is a mountain - Mount Carmel.
Three stars: the prophet Elijah (who
overcame the prophets of the false God
Baal (1 Kings 18:20) The other two are
Christ and Our Lady (although there are
alternative interpretations).
The sword also represent Elijah: The
prophet Elijah rose like a fire, his sword
flashing like a torch. (Ecclesiasticus 48:1)

The crest at the entrance to our church has other features:
•
Twelve stars on top of the crest. These refers to the crown
of the woman in the Apocalypse, who has always been
taken as a figure of Our Lady, And a great sign appeared in
heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under
her feet and her head a crown of twelve stars. (Apoc 12:1)
•
The words ‘Decor Carmeli et Saron’ - the splendour of
Carmel and Saron, a quotation from Isaiah chapter 35.

Sunday 23rd July
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sat 5pm
Norah Lloyd (Sick)
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
Sun 11.15am Fred Keeley

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 12th July….No 18
Collections
OLMC Sat Loose £122.13 Sun Loose £79.79
Envelopes £158.93 Total £360.85
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £129.93
Sea Sunday £183.32
OLMC Restoration Box £100.26
Many thanks

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Joe McNicholas
The sick: Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian Smedley, Rene
Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw,
Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Tony Jones, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts,
Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius
Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden,
Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring,
Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas
Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy

