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Newsletter

3rd Sunday

S

of Lent
FAITH IN FOCUS: FANCY A DRINK?

ir, give me some of that water,
so that I may never get thirsty
and have to come here again
to draw water.
John 4:15

LENTEN THEMES Sundays 3, 4 & 5
For most of us Lent has coming round again and we may think that
we’ve heard it all before. But for a small group of people throughout
the world it’s something that they will never forget. They are
catechumens and candidates. Catechumens are men and women who
will be baptised at Easter and candidates are those who are already
baptised but will be received into the Church at Easter.
For the next three weeks they are going through an intense period
that concludes many months or even years of preparation.
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Each Sunday of Lent the Church tries to give them (and us) one
principal image to latch on to in order to express something of the
significance of becoming a fully fledged Christian. What do you get
when you believe in Jesus?
Today we’re told that we get WATER.
But it’s not just any old water. Jesus promises the Samaritan women
water of life. In other words, if you drink this water it will satisfy all
your longings and yearnings. Following Jesus is not like some hobby,
something that you can do part-time, something that you can take or
leave. It’s all-consuming because it alters the whole meaning of your
life. It quenches that thirst of emptiness which can easily take hold of
us. What Christ offers is something that satisfies deep down.
Next week, Week 4, we’ll see that we get LIGHT.
Jesus will cure a man who was born blind. It will
transform his whole being. Not only will he see things,
but he’ll see everything in a new light, in a completely
different way, because he knows the source of this
new-found sight. The gospel sheds light for us on the
decisions and choices of our lives. Unlike those who
have not received this light of faith we see things differently.
In two weeks time we’ll discover that we get LIFE.
When Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead his life
takes on a new meaning. He will never wake up the
same ever again. The life that Jesus offers us has
an effect on how we enjoy God’s creation here on
earth but it carries with it an extra bonus: the
knowledge that we are intended for a life of
happiness that never ends.
So if you think you’ve heard it all before, listen with the ears
of a catechumen and rediscover what’s really on offer for those
who are prepared to give their lives to God.

We’d be fooling ourselves if we thought that
people wander around with a thirst for God.
We’d even be fooling ourselves if we thought
that most Christians experience a great thirst
for the word of Christ. The fact is that
they don’t.
Yet all of us, Christian or not, do have some
deep-seated yearnings that we long to be
fulfilled. We may find it hard to put our finger
on exactly what these are. We disguise them
under the veil of needing more money, more
free time, or perhaps a few luxuries. But all of
us have needs that can only be satisfied at
the deepest level.
The most basic need we feel is to be loved.
We soon get knocked off course if we sense
that people dislike us or that we are not
exactly crucial to anyone’s plans for the
future. This is because we are created in love
by Love. Some of us learn to live with being
rejected by most people, like the Samaritan
woman at the well. But it doesn't stop us from
yearning. And it came as such a surprise to
the Samaritan woman that Jesus should just
treat her like a decent human being.
‘I only want to be happy’ is something we’ve
all heard. Happiness and joy go hand in hand
with being fulfilled. And when Jesus speaks
about the water that is on offer to those who
believe in him, he is talking in part about
being freed from fear, from worry and anxiety.
He is talking about knowing that we belong,
we matter and that nothing can ever come
between us and the care and concern of God.
And everyone has time when they wonder
what its all about. What’s the point of life?
Where is its meaning and significance? We
can get hung upon drink what the rest of the
world take for water, yet it doesn’t satisfy our
thirst deep down. Jesus tell us that the water
he gives us will well up to eternal
life, a life that has a purpose now and
a promise for the future.
When the woman sits and talks with Jesus at
the well she begins to enter a whole new
outlook of life. Jesus promised something
she’s never had and yet always longed for.
And he does it again
to us during Lent.
Feeling thirsty already?
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East Africa Crisis Appeal
Even though the recent Lenten Fast Day and
subsequent collection has taken place,
CAFOD are reluctantly asking people to consider being even more
generous because of the worsening situation in East Africa.
• In South Sudan, alone, 4.9 million people - nearly half the population
urgently need food aid. Famine has been declared in two areas of Unity
State, where 100,000 people face starvation and fears are growing that
more vulnerable families in other parts of the country are on the brink
of famine.
• In last month (February) in a pastoral letter, the Catholic Bishops of
South Sudan have called on the international community “for
immediate and unconditional concrete intervention and action before
thousands of innocent lives are carried away and before it is too late.”
In Somalia, the UN estimates that half the population are in now need
of urgent food aid with over 400,000 children now in need of urgent life
-saving support.
• In northern Kenya, the government declared drought a national
disaster in February, affecting more than 2 million people in northern
region of the country.
•In Ethiopia, failed autumn rains in 2016 have led to a new drought
affecting 5.6 million people in the southern and south eastern regions
of the country.
Instead of a collection there will be a box at the back of our churches
for the next two weekends.

Nugent Charity Shop on Allerton Road is in urgent need of stock
consisting of clothing, books, bric-a-brac, shoes and handbags. If you
have any unwanted items please consider donating them to our
Charity Shop and these can be dropped off at 73 Allerton Road,
Liverpool, L18 2DH from 9am – 5pm, Monday to Saturday.

MASSES AND SERVICES
IN CHURCH THIS WEEK
•
NO MASS Monday
•
Funeral Service Tuesday at OLMC
Sunday 19th March

3rd Sunday of Lent
Sat 5.00pm Molly Burns
Sun 9.45am Gerard McDonough
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Mon 20th March
9am NO MASS

OLMC

Tues 21st March
10am Funeral Service: Ryan Barrett
7pm Privat Intention OLMC
Wed 22nd March
10am Margaret & Alan Evans

OLMC

St Patrick

Thu 23rd March
9.30am Patrick & Margaret Donnellan St Patrick
Fri 24th March
7am Edward Moylett

OLMC

Sunday 26th March

4th Sunday of Lent
Sat 5.00pm The Larkin Family
OLMC
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
St Patrick
Sun 11.15am Eddie Muirhead OLMC

Knights of St Columba On behalf of all the brothers of council 9 I
wish to thank all the parishioners of Mount Carmel for the wonderful
early St Patricks night on Saturday the 11th March, it was a very
enjoyable evening, particular thanks to Mary and Ann Marie for all the
hard work and to Karen Wall for the kind donation of a hamper for the
raffle, we look forward to our next social at Mount Carmel in
November, once again thank you all for your support. David Linford .

Volunteers Sought Liverpool-based Volunteer Mission Movement
www.vmminternational.org is looking for volunteers (18-80+ years)
to become members of our local support group. The group aims to
help raise funds and also to recruit new volunteers to serve for periods
of 2 weeks to 2 years in East Africa. It is a fun, worthwhile and
rewarding group which provides a sense of satisfaction for its
members. Please contact Van at van@vmminternational.org or phone
0151 291 3438.

Eucharistic Adoration St Josephs Convent, Old Swan, Oakhill Park,
Broadgreen Rd L13. This will take place from 9.30am to 8pm each day
until Trinity Sunday (11 June).
John Southworth

Evening Service
Stations of the Cross Wednesday St Patrick 7pm
Thursday OLMC 7pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4-4.30pm

OLMC

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday No 55
Collections

Many thanks

Mount Carmel
Sat Envelopes £ 89.22 Loose £157.54
Sun Envelopes £49.22 Loose £126.28
Total £422.04
Cafod £190.03
St Patrick
Envelopes £0 Loose £142.48 Total £142.48
Cafod £82.77

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Ryan Barrett, Daniel Sullivan, Mary Clarke, John Smith
The sick: Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian Smedley, Bernadette Morgan, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted
Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Tony Jones,
Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning,
Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy,
Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield,
Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid,
Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Peter Benger, Maureen
Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy Brown.

