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U

nless
I see the holes that the nails made
in his hands ……..
….I refuse to believe.'
John 20:20

Doubting Thomas

Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Patrick

Thomas only believed when he had proof. Faith does not work like
that. At Easter we make our annual renewal of faith in our
baptismal promises. We profess belief in the articles of the Creed.
But for the rest of the year we have to live out the other side of this
faith. We have to abandon ourselves to God’s loving care in all the
ups and downs of our daily life, to trust when trusting seems
pointless, to keep hoping when others tell us to give up. This is the
sort of faith that makes real demands on us.

Easter—Fifty day Feast
How do you sustain a fifty day feast?
How do you keep feasting for seven
Sundays?
The Easter mystery is too great to
exhaust in one day, or even one week.
The Easter season lasts for fifty days and the Church gives us
different readings for each year of our three year cycle.
This year is Year A.
The first three Sundays give us the story of the Resurrection
and the appearances of Jesus to his disciples (with the absence
of Thomas and his subsequent doubt this Sunday) the story of
Jesus meeting the two disciples on the road to Emmaus:
Easter Sunday:
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday

The empty tomb
Doubting Thomas
The road to Emmaus

The fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally Good Shepherd
Sunday. This year in St John Gospel we will hear Jesus referring
to himself as the gate of the sheepfold.
The fifth Sunday gives us that famous saying of Jesus: ‘I am the
way, the truth and the life.’
The sixth Sunday starts to prepare us for Pentecost. Jesus
promises and Advocate, the Holy Spirit, ‘that Spirit of truth’
who will be with us forever.
The seventh Sunday is now the transferred feast of the
Ascension
Eastertide ends with the feast of Pentecost.

FAITH IN FOCUS:
HARD EVIDENCE
Easter’s a time of faith. It’s a time for
deepening our faith and a time for reflecting on it.
It’s easy to have faith when we’re together in
church. Like the early Christian community we feel
the support of other people, we feel part of the
family and even when we’re a bit low we can be
carried along in faith by the words of the prayers, by
the songs we sing and the music we hear.
When we renew our baptismal faith in the words
of the Creed it’s easy to believe. In fact, believing in
things, in facts and events is not hard at all. You
either do or don’t believe that Christ was born for us
and that he suffered for us and rose from the dead.
The same goes for believing what we claim about
one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church etc.
But as we see in today’s gospel with Thomas,
it can sometimes be hard to believe when belief
involves trusting in a person rather than just
agreeing to facts. Thomas wanted some hard
evidence before he would believe that Jesus
really had appeared to his friends after the
resurrection. He found it difficult to trust. We too
have to learn to recognise Jesus, not as the
disciples did physically, but through the
sometimes dimmer light of faith.
We are called to the light of the resurrection,
to learn to recognise Christ and follow him in that
trusting faith whose shadow we glimpse both in
desolation and consolation. Jesus himself tells us
that we will be blessed if we can believe with this
type of faith. And so we look for the light of the
resurrection not only in its obvious religious
haunts, not only in the robust expressions of
confidence but also in the unexpected
recesses of our lives.
We can see it even in distress and disaster, in the
faces of those who shine with its light, in the
glimmers of new hope that so often flicker after
seemingly overwhelming distress.
Faith is Easter’s gift; and it is also Easter’s
quest. We never fully exhaust it and we always
need to pray for it to persevere in us. Today, in the
echo of last week’s tumultuous events surrounding
the resurrection, Jesus approaches us more quietly
and invites us to renew our faith and trust.
Doubt no longer, but believe.
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Happy Feast Day!
Feast of St George Sunday 23rd April
This year the feast falls on a Sunday, the 2nd Sunday
of Easter, the final day of the Easter Octave and so
the feast of St George is transferred to the following
day. Unfortunately there is no Mass in OLMC on
Monday but you will find one in local parishes; the
Cathedral’s weekday Masses are in the Blessed
Sacrament chapel and are at 8am and 5pm.
We have all heard of the legend of George and the
dragon but what does this legend mean?
It is said that George (whose feast is transferred this
year to April 24th) represents Christianity and the
white horse is a symbol of the universal Church. The
dragon was used to represent Satan, and in the story
Satan demanded a daily human meal. Lots were
drawn and the loser was fed to the dragon which then allowed the
townspeople to draw water from the well where it had made its den.
The princess whom George saved symbolised innocence and it was St
George who caused innocence to survive by slaying the evil beast.
So when your water bill arrives for the next quarter, remember that
it’s a small price to pay. They could be asking for an arm and a leg!

Pastoral Area Retreat/Days of Reflection
St Patrick’s Church - This Week
Wednesday and Thursday—not too late to book in.
St Patrick’s Church this week, Wednesday and Thursday 26/27 April
from 10.30-2pm. See the poster and leaflets for details.
Two of the organisers of the days will speak at our Masses this weekend.

MASSES AND SERVICES
In Church this week
•
No Mass on Monday
Sunday 23rd April
SECOND SUNDAY of EASTER
Sat 5pm
Ann & Owen Barry
Sun 9.45am Sr Johanna
Sun 11.15am Parishioners

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Monday 17th April
NO MASS

OLMC

Tuesday 18th April
7pm Maureen Allen

OLMC

Wednesday 19th April
10am Gerard McDonagh

St Patrick

Thursday 20th April
10am Stephen Brodie

St Patrick

Friday 21st April
10am John Hurchinson

OLMC

Sunday 30th April
THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER
Sat 5pm
Bridget Collins Joyce OLMC
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
St Patrick
Sun 11.15am Thnsgvng Sacred HeartOLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:

Pax Christi Event Saturday May 6th 10 a.m. - 4p.m.

Saturday at OLMC 4-4.30pm

A one day event Exploring Active Non -Violence with Pat Gaffney ,
General Secretary of Pax Christi Venue: Cenacle Retreat
House Tithebarn Grove , Lance Lane , Liverpool L15 6TW
Cost £10 - subsidies available. For information and booking : Jan
Harper 07746919915 janharper1@yahoo.co.uk

Thursday Evening Service 7pm
Short Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick

Nugent Care Volunteer Van Driver wanted to support the Nugent

The bonus ball for Wednesday No 45

Care charity shop. Commitment required: 2 hours per week, the main
collection/delivery day is Thursday. For more information see poster
on notice boards or phone Colin Pryor on 0151 261 2041 or
colin.pryor@nugentcare.org

Lourdes Lourdes by coach , no overnight travel departing 26th May
from Liverpool, special price £500 per person sharing, £650 in single
room, contact Northern Star Travel 0161 773 2115.
John Southworth

Collections

Many thanks

Mount Carmel
Sat Envelopes £47.00 Loose £152.86
Sun Envelopes £130.00 Loose £164.19
Total £494.05
St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £193.09 Total £193.09

Easter Greetings from Father Brian Williams: (the priest from South Africa who served in the parish last August)
Easter greetings to you and your communities whom I remember with fondness.
Here’s hoping that the Easter Joy of our Lord’s resurrection may fill you and the parishioners.

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Francis Rowan
The sick: Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat & Brian Smedley, Bernadette Morgan, Rene Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie HeathAnderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw, Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Tony
Jones, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski, Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John
Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael
Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny, Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin
Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry,
Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson, Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Peter
Benger, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Teresa Koo, Holly and Lucy Brown.

