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am
the handmaid of the Lord;
let what you have said
be done to me.
(Luke 1:38)

God may not send an angel like Gabriel to appear to each of us.
But he does want to hear our “yes”, our “let it be done to me”
just as he waited for Mary’s response. As Advent draws to a close
we too are invited to ask what it is that God is asking of us at this
time, and to respond in faith.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel & St Patrick

The Annunciation
The angel Gabriel announces to Mary that
she is to be the Mother of the Lord. We
know this story from our earliest years; it
appears in school nativity plays all over
the world. We pray this mystery as the
first Joyful Mystery of the Rosary. And we
hear it at Mass on the feast of the
Annunciation on 25th March and, more
recently the feast of the Immaculate
Conception on 8th December and every
three years on the fourth Sunday of Advent.

Mary
As the birth of a child draws near it is natural to focus on the
mother. So Mary, the Mother of Jesus, is always central to this
fourth Sunday of Advent. Her only desire is to do the will of God.

Christmas
Mass Times
25th December

Midnight Mass
•

Mass will begin at 11.30pm at OLMC
with Carols from 11pm

Christmas Morning •
•

9.45am at St Patrick’s
11.15am at OLMC

FAITH IN FOCUS:
RECEIVING GIFTS
Tom’s parents had told him that when he
graduated from university they would buy him a
second-hand car. In the weeks before his results
came through he went with his father to look at
what the dealers had to offer and they decided
on the right model. The day of his results came.
He’d passed with flying colours. A few days later
when he came home he expected to find the car
waiting on the driveway, but instead his
father congratulated him and gave him
a small package.
The package contained a bible and Tom
was so furious that he threw the bible down
and stormed out. A week later his father died and
Tom came home to be with his mother. In his
father’s room he came across the bible and as he
leafed through it he saw a cheque that his father
had made out to him for the exact amount that the
car would have cost. The gift had been there all
along but he had been unaware of it.
The Christmas story is a bit like Tom’s
experience. It’s not that God didn’t care about
humanity until that first Christmas when Jesus
took flesh as the child of Bethlehem. God has
loved us from eternity and never ceases to do so.
In fact, if God stopped loving us for even one
second we would cease to exist, for we are held
in being by the power of God’s love and
compassion. Yet when Christ came among us
it was to show us that God loved us so much
that he wanted us to be with him eternally.
It took the Christ-event for the world to be
able to refocus on its relationship
with its creator.
When the angel appeared to Mary it was this
all-pervading love of God that was at work again.
In fact the angel’s first words to Mary were, “Hail,
highly favoured Mary”. When we say the Hail Mary
we translate this as “full of grace” but the Greek
really means someone who has had favour
heaped upon her. The birth of Jesus began
with Mary being reminded how much
she was gifted by God.
The challenge of this Christmas is for us to be
aware of this grace. What we celebrate is the birth
of God’s own Son and the fact that although we
might not always recognise God’s gifts,
they are always there for us.
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Advent

MASSES AND SERVICES

This Sunday is the last day of this shortest possible Advent. Please note
Christmas Week Mass Times in the column on the right, in particular
the Boxing Day Mass (10am rather than 7pm, the normal Tuesday
evening time).
John Southworth

In Church this week
•
Tuesday Mass, Boxing Day at 10am instead of
the usual evening Mass.
•
No Mass on Wednesday.

2017 Christmas Message
of The Most Reverend Malcolm McMahon OP,
Archbishop of Liverpool.
If we take time to reflect on the true meaning of
Christmas, the feast can transform our lives, and not just
for a few days at the end of the year. The Christmas
message of peace and love never changes from one year to the next
because it is there for us every day of our lives. The Gospel tells us
that ‘God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life’. We remember
this especially at Christmas, showing our thanks by reaching out to
those around us.
We remember the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem: the nativity
reproduced each year in numerous plays and presentations and
recreated through the centuries in countless works of art. The stable,
Mary, Joseph and the child Jesus, visited by shepherds and wise men.
It is right that we should remember and celebrate in this way, but
sometimes our celebrations can lose sight of the reality of that cold
winter’s night two thousand years ago. The distance travelled: Mary
and Joseph were far from home, they were living in a land ruled by an
occupying power, forced to travel to Bethlehem to take part in a
census. When they arrived there, among the crowd, there was
nowhere for them to stay until an innkeeper let them use a stable.
There were shepherds looking after their flocks on a dark hillside with
no light and no warmth and wise men who travelled from afar, a great
distance, in the hope of seeing the saviour. Suddenly, a
transformation as darkness became light. A child is born. Shepherds,
at first cowering and scared, have a vision of angels bringing tidings of
great joy, for ‘today a Saviour has been born to us, he is Christ the
Lord’.
Christmas transforms our lives too, especially if we give to those
around us: to people who are on their own at Christmas, or by visiting
the house bound and the sick in hospital. We can make welcome
those, who like Mary and Joseph, are far from home; those seeking
asylum, those in prison, and members of the Forces who must be
apart from their loved ones. On Christmas Day we hear the account of
the nativity showing us what God’s love means for us today. Let us
recognise His love so that our lives may be transformed.

Sunday 24th December
4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sat 5pm
Joe O’Toole, Teresa & Patrick Walsh OLMC
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
St Patrick
Sun 11.15am Joan Walsh
OLMC
CHRISTMAS EVE
11.30pm Midnight Mass Parishioners
CHRISTMAS DAY
9.45am Private Intention
11.15am Private Intention

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Tue 26th Dec Feast of St Stephen, the First Martyr
10am Kathleen Hogan& Kathleen Concalves
OLMC
7pm NO MASS
Wed 27th Dec Feast of St John
10am NO MASS
St Patrick
Thu 28th Dec Feast of the Holy Innocents
10am Mary McCabe & Zonia Morgan
St Patrick
Fri 29th Dec Feast of St Thomas Becket
12 noon Requiem Mass: Terry Maklin

St Patrick

Sunday 31st December
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Sat 5pm
Christy McLean
Sun 9.45am Parishioners
Sun 11.15am John Marnell

OLMC
St Patrick
OLMC

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
NONE Next Saturday
Thursday Evening Service 7pm
NONE this week
Bonus Ball / Mount Carmel and St Patrick
The bonus ball for Wednesday 20th December: No 16

Collections ………………………….Many thanks
OLMC Sat Loose £135.95 Sun Loose £93.49
Envelopes £ 133.88 Total £243.77

With my prayers and every good wish for a happy and peaceful
Christmas.

St Patrick Envelopes £0 Loose £126.95

Archbishop Malcolm McMahon

OLMC Rest Box £20.15 Buy a Brick £ 25.00
Raffle:£10.00 Tea & Coffee £64.20

Please Pray For…. Those who have died: Terry Maklin, Terence Caine.
The sick: Tony Robinson, Bridget Dyson, Carol Pickford, Betty Billingsley, Sharon Gray, Tommy Duffy, Mary Frances, Audrey McKenna Ian McCafferty,
Betty Christian, Bernard Duffy, Helen Melarange, Jack Davies, Joan Higgins, Michael McNicholas, Billy Thompson, Freya Matheson, Pat Smedley, Rene
Humphreys, Clifford Browne, Gary Hollinson, Jackie Heath-Anderson, Ted Cunningham, Anne Deuchar, Charlotte Rice, Irene Finneran, Lisa Balshaw,
Mary Kewley, Claire Kearney, Lyn Barton, Betty Devine, Kathleen Devine, Joseph Baxendale, Ann Chapman, Nadia Kent, Susan Roberts, Alex Sielski,
Lee Foster, Paula Lacey, Denise King, John Dunning, Tommy Huyton, Emily Rolands, Angela Kent, David Majoury, Donald Smith, Pius Laizer, Maria
Jones, Mary O’Toole, Sally Wilkins, Michael Murphy, Margaret Chung, David Stevenson, Thomas & John Paul Conroy, Keith Holden, Kathleen Crowny,
Joanne Fairbrother, Eileen Edwards, Erin Caulfield, Lisa Ginley, Lillian O’Connor, Owen Hall, Anne Brannigan, Thelma Mainwaring, Cheryl and Lenny
Hart, Sheila Chapman, Elaine Gorry, Alexandra Reid, Winifred Williamson, Kathryn Reid, Wally Williams, Chrissy White, Nicholas Maher, John Hodson,
Terry Macklin, Muriel Minshull, Maureen Ryan, Mary Ryan, Regna Lewis, David Shea, Steven Binks, Holly and Lucy Brown.

